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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR 


Harry Salyards 


By t±ie time this issue of Penny-4\fise reaches you, the Robbie Brown sale will 
be imminent. I know that the combination of his collection's unprecedented 
coitpleteness , plus the current bargain air fares, will make for a heavy turnout 
of EAC'ers in Los Angeles — and I expect to hear from you people , with your first- 
hand iitpressions of the sale, in time for the November P-W ! 

Apropos of Robbie — for those of you v\iio don't know him — no advanced collector 
of any series with viiom I am acquainted better typifies the old-style gentloren 
collector, only without any of the old-style stuffiness. Just examine the picture 
published in the front of his sale catalogue, and you'll see something of vhat I 
mean: the well-thumbed references on the table, glasses in hand, and with an en- 

thusiastic twinkle in his eye, Robbie conveys some of the magic of what large cent 
collecting is all about. (I defy anyone to find me a picture of a Morgan Dollar 
collector surrounded by his plastic slabs vhich creates the same inviting inpression! ) 

Robbie is one of a coterie of people — ^Doc Lapp, Bill Parks, and Herb Silbemen 
are others — ^vho have spanned nearly twenty years in EAC. As related elsevhere 
in this issue, our Historian, Pete Smith, is planning a twentieth anniversary History 
of EAC for the November P-W , since that will mark twenty years to the month since 
Herb's first preliminary inquiry appeared in Coin World . As Pete put it in a 
separate letter to me. 

We are fortunate that many of the original members have remained active 
for twenty years. However, we cannot ejpect this involvenent to continue 
forever. Dr. Warren Lapp recently retired as editor and Bill Parks re- 
signed as printer of P-W . They had held these jobs since the beginning 
of the club. Robbie Brown is selling his collection. Robbie had been 
the first Vice President of EAC. This is a period of transition for the 
club and for some of the founding members. It is an appropriate time to 
look back at our past. 

I agree; and I v/ould greatly appreciate reniniscences fron any of these gentlemen 
"present at the creation" for that same issue — or, to think just a bit further 
ahead, for the twentieth anniversary issue of P-W , due out September 15 of next 
year. 

At the same time, as terrporary custodians of our early copper heritage, we 
must look forward as well as back. A certain amount of nostalgia is appropriate, 
but we need ongoing research contributions as well. And frankly, I find the 
current issue of P-W to be a little thin on that latter count. Just because "Bob 
& Jules have done it" with their Late Date reference, and won the NLG's award for 
the year's best book on U.S. coins in the process, doesn't mean that work on the 
series is closed. Or just because "John & Walter are doing it" for the earlier 
dates, doesn't mean that out: other 1300 members should sirrply defer to them, and 
be content to publish pleasant pieces of nostalgia only. We need everyone's 
observations on the old coppers to ensure the ongoing health of EAC. No two sets 
of eyes are the same, and the coins will continue to reveal their mysteries to the 
observant. 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


'k’k'k'k'k'k'kic'k'k 
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GREAT CHAIN CCMMEMDRATIVE HALFPENCE 


Gary A. Tmdgen 


American control of the Hudson River region during the Revolution was considered 
to be of the utmost importance. If the British had gained control of the Hudson 
River, they could have geographically separated the rebellious New England Colonies 
and perhaps brought about a collapse of the Revolution. Thus, early in the War of 
Independence, the Americans fortified the Hudson River with forts and river ob- 
structions . 

As part of a three-pronged attempt to gain control of the Hudson River, 

British General Sir Henry Clinton, with a force of 3,000 men, attacked the Hudson 
River Highland defenses in October 1777. The British attack on the Highlands was 
an overvdielming defeat for the Americans. Fortunately, the other two prongs of the 
attack failed. Burgoyne was defeated at Saratoga, and St. Leger was driven from 
the MDha^dc Valley. Therefore, Sir Henry Clinton did not attempt to occupy the 
Highlands, and he removed his troops back to New York City. 

The American forces were faced with rebuilding the Highland defenses. In early 
January 1778, Thomas Machin explored the Highlands and drew a handsome map of the 
area in preparation for a State Convention meeting in Poughkeepsie on January 12, 
1778. West Point was selected to be the new Gibraltar of the Highlands, and a chain 
was to be placed across the river at that location. The decision to place the new 
chain at West Point was made because of the river's narrow width and sharp turns 
viiich created adverse sailing conditions. Thomas Machin was given complete command 
over the manufacture, assembly, and installation of the chain. 

Sterling Iron Works, owned by Noble, Townsend and Company, was chosen to manu- 
facture the West Point chain. Sterling Iron Works was located near the town of 
Warwick, nearly 25 miles west of West Point. Tradition has it that Thomas Machin 
and Colonel Hugh Hughes, Deputy Quartermaster General, arrived at the home of Peter 
Townsend in the town of Chester late Saturday evening on February 1, 1778. There 
the contract for the chain was agreed upon. Their zeal was so great to commence 
the job that they left Chester at midnight in a violent snow storm and rode some 
fourteen miles to the Sterling works. By Sunday morning, February 2, they had 
begun the manufacture of the chain. 

The contract for the chain specified that: "...it should be made from the best 

Sterling iron; was to be 500 yards in length; each link about two feet long, two 
and one-quarter inches square, with a swivel at every 100 feet, and a clevis to 
every 1000 feet; to be itade in the same manner as the former Fort Montgomery chain." 
The contract also called for 12 tons of anchors to be made, and the United States 
agreed to pay $1100 per ton for the chain and anchors. 

The chain was wrought in six weeks, an incredibly short time. From the 
Sterling Iron Works the chain was carted in sections by New England teamst^s to New 
Windsor viiere log rafts were being assembled. The rafts, on vdiich the chain was 
to be supported in the river, were made from 16 foot lengths of waterproofed vdiite 
pine. Short sections of chain were stapled across each raft and then floated down 
river to West Point v\here they were joined together. 
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WEST POINT 


PLACEMENT OF THE GREAT CHAIN AND BOOM 


On April 30, 1778, Thoms Machin's artificers eased the chain across the river. 
Its ends were anchored bo stone filled log cribs on Constitution Island and on the 
west bank of the river. A system of pulleys, rollers, ropes, and mid-stream 
anchors adjusted the tension on the chain to overcome the effects of river current 
and changing tide. At each end of the chain a battery was constructed to guard it. 
In addition to the chain batteries. Fort Arnold was built on the west bank of the 
river at Vfest Point overlooking the chain so that its cannons could destroy a ship 
as it slowed to a halt against the chain. The chain, including swivels, clevises, 
and anchors, weighed 65 tons. Machin calculated that the chain could withstand 
the impact of two or three sail-ships hitting the chain at the same time. In 
addition to the chain, ffechin supervised the construction of a log boom. The boom, 
consisting of 15 foot long spars assembled in ladder fashion, spanned the river 100 
yards downstream from the chain. The boom was intended to absorb the initial impact 
of a ship atterrpting to penetrate the barrier. The boom was probably in place for 
only one year. However, the chain was ertployed until the end of the war in 1783. 

The chain and boom were removed from the river each winter and reinstalled in the 
spring to prevent them from being carried away by river ice. 
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The West Point chain became known as the Great Chain because it was the largest 
of the river chain defenses used during the Revolutionary War. The Great Chain was 
an extraordinary engineering feat of v\iiich Thomas Machin was rightfully proud. 



SEVERZ^L LINKS OF THE GREAT CHAIN 
ON DISPLAY AT WEST POINT 


One decade later, after failing to obtain a grant to coin copper for New York 
State, Thomas Machin was operating a private mint. His mint was located a short 
distance from West Point on the shores of Orange Lake, near Nevfcurgh, New York. 
Quantities of imitation British halfpence and state coppers were produced during 
the lifetime (1787-1789) of the mint. 

Among the British halfpence struck at Machin 's Mills there are three varieties 
Vihich are backdated to 1778. These varieties are attributed by Robert Vlack as 
11-78A, 12-78B, and 13-78B. A study coiiparing the letter and numeral punches 
used to nake these varieties to the punches used to make other Machin 's Mills 
produced coppers indicates that the 1778 dated halfpence were made in 1788. One 
may well ask vdiy the coiners resorted to this fictitious date. Certainly conceal- 
ment does not seem to be a plausible explanation, since Machin 's Mills also dated 
their coins 1787 and 1788 with inpunity. And, as Eric P. Newman has pointed out, 
in his "English & Bungtown Halfpence" (in Studies on Money in Early America , New 
York: A.N.S., 1976), the NeviDurgh mint was responsible for all 1778-dated pieces — 

viiich hardly seems like an attempt at blending into a sequence of familiar dates. 

To the contrary, I believe 1778 was chosen in proud, deliberate corimaTCiration — 
that Thomas Machin directed James Atlee, the die engraver, to back date these three 
halfpence to commemorate the 10th anniversajry of the installation of the Great Chain. 

All three 1778 dated varieties are some\diat common and usually found fairly 
well struck, but difficult to locate in nice high grade condition. 
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MACHIN HALFPENCE 11-7 8A 

11-78A: This variety is the msst cornmon of the three varieties with a rarity 

estimate of Rl. Of the three varieties, it is found in the highest grades, with 
a few uncirculated specimens known. It is almost always found struck on very 
lightweight planchets of an average weight of 95 grains. Also, the majority of 
the specimens have planchet laminations. Some pieces show clashed dies viiere the 
reverse shield is outlined on the obverse in front of the bust of George III. 



MACHIN HALFPENCE 12-7 8B 
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12-78B: This variety is less conmnn than the previous variety with a rarity 

estimate of R3. Fewer higher grade specimens exist, however, at least one uncir- 
culated piece is known- It is usually found struck on average weight (111 grains) 
planchets. Most specimens come on planchets with multiple planchet defects. Also, 
this variety is found struck on planchets with crimped rim burrs because the 
planchets were cut from a planchet cutter with a bad sector. The reverse die (78B) 
is found in various states of buckling - it was first used to strike variety 13— 78B. 



MACHIN HALFPENCE 13-78B 

13-78B: This variety is the rarest of the three varieties with a questionable 
rarity estimate of R3. It is the most difficult to find in the higher grades with 
none known in uncirculated condition. It is normally found struck on planchets of 
average weight. 

Touch America's past through these three halfpence. For you, as they do for 
me, they can serve as a reminder of the momentous struggle to fortify the Hudson 
River v^iiich was an irrportant contribution towards the winning of our independence. 

************* 
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LATE DATE CENT UPDATE 


Bob Grellman 

In tile previous issue of Penny-Wise , I covered the additions and delistings for 
late date cents up through 1851. This article supplements that earlier article and 
covers new infonmtion regarding the cents of 1852-57. 

- 1848 N-30: The mystery of '48 N-30 has finally been solved. I recently had an 

opportunity to examine the Newcomb specimen of this variety contained in Robbie 
Brown's collection soon to be auctioned by Superior Galleries. That coin answered 
all rry questions. Robbie's coin is definitely N-30, and is probably the coin Newccmb 
used to write the description in his book, since it has the obverse rim break 
betv\een stars 7 and 8. However, close examination revealed this coin also has all 
the attribution points of C-26/N-43. The lines from AME to the dentils are present, 
although very faint. The coin matches my example of C-26/N-43 perfectly, except 
that Robbie's coin is a later die state. Therefore, viiat we have been calling 
C-26/N-43 for so many years is really N-30. We can delist N-43. For those of you 
with a copy of Volume I of the late date cent attribution g\iide, use the N-43 
diagram and narrative to identify N-30. The description given on the original N-30 
page is incorrect, having been made using a misattributed and slightly corroded 
N-23. I have seen five examples of N-30 (old N-43), and Robbie's coin is the best 

of the lost by about five points. While it is not unique as a variety (as claimed 
in the catalog) , it is the only example I've seen with the obverse rim break. 

- 1851 N-12: What we used to call N-11 is really a late state of N-12. The latest 

state of this variety has a strong, dull die break from just below the tip of the 
coronet to star 5 (this die break is not described in Volume II, so make a note 

in your book) . I've seen rreny examples of this late die state mdsattributed as 
something else, and this new information should help us all get it right in the future. 

- 1851 N-15: The earliest state of this variety has more than two points down 

to right from the main curl as shown in Volume II, but lapping soon removes all but 
the two points shown. Likewise, the reverse on early examples has most of the lines 
and points seen on N-1. 

- 1851 N-27: The correct date position reference numbers for this variety are 

445656. These numbers more accurately describe the date position for early and 
middle state examples. For those of you with Volime II, revise the numbers on the 
date reference page and adjust the rarity for this variety from 7 to 6. 

- 1851 N-31: The extra point on star 2 is misplaced on the diagram in Volume II. 

It should be in the same position on the next point of that star moving clockwise. 

In addition, the extra point fades and is gone in the latest state. 

- 1852 N-9: This is a late state of N-22. Delist. 

- 1852 N-13: This is a late state of N-12. Delist. 

- 1854 N-27: New variety added. 

- 1856 N-15: This is a late state of N-16. Delist. 

Volume II of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents has been pi±)- 
lished. This volume is 248 pages and covers the cents of 1849-57. See the 
advertisement in "Swaps and Sales" if you want a copy. 

************* 
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CONNECTICUT COPPERS IN THE CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY MUSEUM COLLECTION 


Chuck Funk 


Around the start of the twentieth century the numismatic collection held by the 
Connecticut State Library's museum entered a period of rapid growth. Acquisitions 
were obtained both by pucchase and by gift. Chief among the latter was the bequest 
of the Joseph Mitchelson cabinet of United States coins, an extensive collection of 
the gold and silver coinage of the era. At a later date, but still in the early 
part of the century, the museum was given the opportunity to buy the Thomas Hall 
collection of Connecticut coppers, through the agency of Frank H. Shi^ay. The 
transaction was consuitmated on January 21, 1919, and involved 126 coins for a price 
of $350. 

Over the years additional Connecticut coppers have been acquired by the Library, 
chiefly by gift. 

About ten years ago, I had the opportunity to examine the Library ' s holdings 
of Connecticut coppers in some detail, and to catalog them by Henry C. Miller s 
arrangement. By that time the size of the collection had grown to 284 pieces, 
2 - 0 p-j- 0 genting 148 of the 346 known varieties. The collection therefore lacked 198 
varieties. The collection has been essentially stable over the last few years. 

The following is a catalog of these 284 pieces, arranged in alpha-numeric order 
by obverse/reverse. Where duplicates are present, the accession numbers are also 
shown (and these are sometimes shown even for singles) . Lastly, shown within 
parentheses, are rough approximations of grade, according to Dr. William Sheldon's 
grading scle of 1 - 70. However, die sinking was an art not always keenly practiced 
in the 18th century, and it is sometimes difficult to distinguish true wear from 
careless die preparation. 


1785 

1- E 9425 (2) 

6331 (20) 

2- A.l 9448 (10) 

5189 (10) 

2-A.4 

3.1- A.3 

3.1- F.3 

3.1- L 9432 (8) 

6366 (12) 

3.2- L 9433 (30/12) 

11543 (holed) 

3.3- F.3 9444 (10/4) 

3.4- F.l 9437 (5) 

3.4- F.2 11196 (l,dmg) 

9434 (5) 

9439 (5) 

6379 (8) 

9436 (10) 

5190 (20, flaw) 


1785 cont. 

3.5-B 6347 (5) 

4.1- F.4 5593 (7) 

9438 (10) 
9431 (12) 
9440 (12) 

4.2- F.6 

4.3- A.2 9441 (6) 

4. 3- D 9442 (7) 

4.4- C 699 (2) 

6229 (12) 

9443 (30) 

4.4- D 

5-F.5 9445 (8) 

6.1- A.l 9446 (8) 

6.2- F.l 9447 (12) 

6. 3^.1 9426 (4) 

9427 (20/7) 

6.3- G.2 5210 (2) 

9435 (8/5) 
5191 (7) 


1785 cont. 

6.4- F.5 

6.4- 1 9429 (7/4) 

9428 (7) 

6.4- K 

6.5- M 6351 (10) 

7.1- D 9430 (6) 

7.2- D 
8-D 

1786 

1-A 5192 (5) 

9449 (6) 

9450 (12) 

2. 1- A 6350 (3) 

9451 (10) 

2.1- D.3 

2.2- D.2 6370 (5) 

2.3- T 

2.4- U 
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1786 cont- 

1787 cont. 

1787 cont. 

3-D.l 

1.1-W 

18-G.l 696 (4) 

3-D. 4 

1.2-C 9423 (50) 

5196 (7) 

4.1-C 

1.2-itim 

9463 (7) 

4.1-G 5213 (3) 

1.3-L 

19-G.4 5205 (10) 

9452 (50) 

1.4-WW 

20-A.2 701 (4) 

4.2-H 

2-B 9468 (dbl strk, 4) 

21-DD 5193 (8) 

4.2-S 

9418 (15) 

5203 (8) 

5.1-H.l 

3-G.l 

22-G.2 

5.2-H.l 

4-L 6349 (2) 

24-G.3 

5.2-1 

9464 (prf obv 15) 

24-G.5 10869 (10) 

5.2-L 

9481 (obv brk 20) 

24-FF 

5. 2-0. 2 

9467 (hor bust 25) 

25-B 9469 (30/4) 

5.3-B.2 

6381 (25) 

25-M 

5.3-G 6362 (6) 

5-P 

26-A.l 

5.3-N 9454 (5) 

6.1-M 6332 (5) 

26-KK.l 6356 (12/5) 

6333 (10/2) 

9507 (10) 

9491 (20/6) 

6380 (15/3) 

9487 (12) 

26-AA 9425 (10) 

5.4-G 5207 (15) 

9502 (20) 

3957 (12/4) 

9453 (15) 

5195 (20) 

27-A.l 

5.4-N 

5672 (30) 

28-M 

5. 4-0.1 6336 (2) 

6.2-M 

28-N 11545 (3) 

9456 (7) 

7-1 9474 (10) 

28-0 

9457 (8) 

8-N 

29.1-A.2 6374 (3) 

9461 (20) 

80 9421 (12) 

29.1-N 

5.5-M 9458 (15) 

8-A- 1 

29.1-P 

5. 6-M 

9-D 702 (2/7) 

29.2-N 5211 (3) 

5.7-H.l 6386 (12/2) 

9-E 

29.2-0 

5. 7-0. 2 

9-R 

30-X.l 

5.8-F 9419 (3. ding) 

10-E 6344 (holed&ctrmkd 1) 

30-HH.l 5194 (12) 

5.8-H.2 6228 (20) 

11.1-E 6389 (3) 

9497 (15) 

5.80. 2 9455 ( 5) 

6338 (8) 

9490 (20) 

5.9-B.l 6231 (2) 

11.2-K 

31.1-R.4 

9412 (7) 

11.3-K 

31.1-GG.l 6367 (3) 

5.9-Q 6352 (2) 

12-Q 

6376 (5) 

9460 (12) 

13-D 2200(12) 

9480 (10) 

9459 (15) 

14-H 11544 (8, hole) 

31.2-R.3 698 (7) 

5.10-L 

5197 (12) 

9494 (20) 

5.10-P 6361 (10) 

9489 (50) 

9503 (20) 

5.11-R 

15-F 3886 (8) 

9500 (25) 

5.13-R 

9495 (12) 

32.1-X.3 6368 (2) 

5.14-S 

9499 (12) 

5202 (15) 

6-K 2057 (5) 

9501 (20) 

32.2-X.l 

6230 (10/3) 

6327 (50) 

32.2-X.2 9493 (15) 

7-K 

15-R 

32.2-X.4 6232 (12) 


15-S 

32.3-X.4 

1787 

16.1-M 3958 (8) 

32.4-F 


16.2-NN.l 

32.4-X.5 11198 (6) 

1.1-A 9424 (3) 

16.3-L.2 694 (10) 

32.4-Z.3 

9466 (5) 

16.4-N 

32.4-Z.20 

9509 (10) 

16.5-N 

32.5-AA 3885 (4) 

9496 (6,dmg) 

16. 5-P 

32.6-X.6 

9477 (6,dmg) 

16.6-NN.2 

32.7-X.l 

NB - , these latter 2 pcs 

17-G.3 9462 (8) 

32.8-AA 

AU55 & Unc60 but for ding. 

9416 (10) 

32.9-X.7 

9504 (15) 

33.1-Z.13 6240 (4) 
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1787 cont. 

1787 cont. 

1787 cont. 

33.1-Z.19 9479 (5) 

33.16-L.2 

33.36-SS 

33.2-Z.5 5209 (7) 

33.17-R.l 691 (3) 

33.37-Z.9 

5215 (12/4) 

9498 (30/7) 

33.37-Z.ll 

33.2-Z.12 6328 (5) 

33.17-R.5 

33.38-Z.l 

6330 (6) 

33.17-GG.2 6341 (6) 

33.38-Z.6 

6395 (6) 

9486 (12) 

33.38-Z.18 

33.2-Z.17 

33.18-Z.24 

33.38-Z.23 

33.2-Z.21 6337 (7) 

33.19-blank rev. 6383 (4/0) 

33.38-GG.l 

33.2-Z.22 

33.19-Z.l 5199 (5) 

33.39-Z.13 

33.3-W.l 6390 (7) 

693 (6) 

33.39-Z.20 6375 (5) 

33.4-Z.2 

33.19-Z.2 

33.39-S.l 6378 (12) 

33.4^ 

33.19-Z.4 

33.40-Z.l 

33.5-T.2 9422 (8,dbl strk) 

33.19-Q 

33.40-Z.2 

6346 (8) 

33.20-Z.9 

33.41-Z.ll 

33.6-KK 6388 (15) 

33.20-Z.ll 

33.42-Z.2 

33.7-Z.9 

33.21-Z.13 

33.43-Q 692 (4) 

33.7-Z.lO 

33.21-K.4 

33.43-HH.2 

33.7-R.2 6385 (4) 

33.21-EE 

33.44-W.3 

5212 (5) 

33.22-11 

33.45-W.2 5671 (10) 

6396 (8) 

33.23-Z.4 9471 (8) 

33.46-Z.21 

6382 (10) 

6343 (12) 

33.47-11 

10037 (15) 

33.23-HH.2 

33.48-Z.25 

33.7-R.4 

33.24-Z.lO 

34-K.3 

33.8-Z.13 

33.25-W.3 

34-FF.l 11410 (3) 

33.8-Z.19 

33.25-Z.lO 

9484 (10) 

33.9-S.2 9485 (35) 

33.25-Z.24 

36-K.3 

33.10-W.6 

33.26HW.3 

36-L.l 

33.10-Z.7 6373 (15) 

33.26-W.5 

36-EF.2 11548 (2) 

33.10-Z.8 

33.27-Z.16 

37.1-CC.l 6242 (3) 

33.11-Z.18 6387 (3) 

33.27-R.4 5730 (2) 

37.2-K.5 9420 (5) 

6365 (6) 

33.28-Z.ll 

37.3-1 9506 (2/10) 

6363 (7) 

33.28-Z.16 

6354 (10) 

6384 (8) 

33.28-Z.20 

37.4-K.l 5198 (4) 

9483 (10) 

33.29-Z.7 5186 (7) 

37.5-E 2233 (3) 

33.11-GG.l 11546 (2) 

33.29-Z.25 

9505 (6) 

33.12-W.3 

33.29-GG.l 5291 (15) 

9472 (30) 

33.12-Z.16 

33.30-EE 

37.6-B 

33.12-Z.21 

33.30-SS 6359 (7) 

37.6-K.4 

33.12-Z.24 

6355 (10) 

37.7-H.2 

33.13-Z.l 

33.31-GG.2 6394 (6) 

37.8-K.2 

33.13-Z.6 10036 (7) 

33.32-Z.13 

37.8-HH 

33.13-Z.7 9482 (25) 

33.33-Z.3 

37.8-bL 

33.13-Q 

33.33-Z.ll 113 (10) 

37.9-E 

33.13-FF.l 

33.34-W.2 114 (8) 

37.10-RR 

33.13-HH.2 

33.34-Z.3 

37.11-FF.2 6345 (4) 

33.14-Z.2 

33.34-Z.ll 

9478 (15) 

33.14-Z.14 6364 (10) 

33.35-Z.l 

37.12-Ii 

11197 (12) 

33.35-Z.9 

37.12^T 

33.15-R.l 2160 (8) 

33.36-T.l 6392 (.6/3) 

37.13-HH 10066 (2) 

6373 (8) 

6339 (6) 

5367 (6) 

9476 (15) 

33. 36-^. 2 11547 (1) 

37.14-CC.2 

33.16-T.2 

697 (10) 

37.15-H.l 

33.16-Z.15 

33.36-T.3 

38-L.2 5200 (12) 


- 213 - 


1787 cont. 

38-GG 6329 (10) 

9465 (20) 

39.1- H.l 6369 (4) 

6233 (25) 

39.1- FF.2 

39.2- EE 9415 (2) 
40-N 

40- KK.l 

41- 11 

42- 0 

42-KK.2 11549 (3) 
9508 (8) 
6372 (15) 

43.1- y 6342 (6) 

9488 (12) 
5204 (25) 

43.2- X.4 
44-W.4 
44-W.5 

44- Z.lO 9473 (10) 

9470 (20) 

45- CC 

46- BB 6360 (4) 

9492 (6) 

6353 (MS 18?) 

47- A.3 6335 (25) 

48- G.5 

48- K.3 

49- Z.l 

50- F 11270 (3) 
52-G-l 

52- G.2 

53- FF 9413 (6) 

56-XX 

101-G.2 

1788 


1- I 

2- D 5592 (4) 

6251 (5) 

6252 (10) 

5185 (20) 

9525 (20) 

9530 (20) 

6236 (45) 

3.1- B.l 

3.2- B.2 9527 (6) 

4.1- B.l 9522 (3) 

6253 (10) 
6234 (6/20) 

4.1- B.2 


1788 cont. 


1788 cont. 


4.1-K 

9523 

(6) 

16.7-P 


6371 

(8) 

17-0 


9517 

(12) 

17-Q 


9518 

(20) 

lOO-I 

4.2-R 

9532 

(25/2) 

101-D 

5-B.2 

9535 

(8) 

125-1 


9512 

(10) 

128-1 

6- H 

7- E 

9534 

(10) 

129-1 

7-F.2 

7- K 

8- K 

2073 

(1/7) 


9-E 9531 (3) 



6235 (7) 


9529 

(12) 

10-C 6249 

(6) 

11-G 6248 

(5) 

6246 

(15) 

6250 

(20) 

9515 

(20) 

9516 

(20) 

9510 

(25) 

9514 

(25) 


12.1- E 9414 (10) 

9521 (25) 

12.1- F.l 5206 (3) 

9520 (30) 

12.2- C 3238 (5) 

5208 (20) 

12.2- E 

13-A.l 5721 (6) 

9511 (6) 

9524 (8,dbl strk) 

14.1- L.2 9417 (20, rev brk) 

14.1- S 


14.2-L.2 

15.1-L.l 5214 (3) 


15.2-P 

6244 

(18) 

16.1-D 

6247 

(6/3) 


9510 

(10) 

16.1-H 

6239 

(5) 

16.2-0 

6243 

(20) 

16.3-N 

9528 

(12) 


6241 

(15) 


9513 

(20) 


6245 

(25) 


9533 

(40) 


16.4- A.2 

16.4- L.2 6237 (2) 

16.5- H 

16.6- H 9526 (25) 


Further information about the 
Museum's numismatic holdings 
may be obtained by addressing 

David White, Director 
Museum of Connecticut History 
Connecticut State Library 
231 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 
(203) 566-3056 
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A PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN NEW JERSEY VARIETY: MARIS-85, THE "ONUM" VARIETY 


William Anton 


I wish to report a new discovery in the New Jersey series, the Maris-85. _ I 
believe this coin is a contemporaneous counterfeit, since it shares certain die 
characteristics with the Maris-81 and Maris-84, coins known to have been produced 
by Hatfield and his Negro slave in Elizabeth, New Jersey. This coin, however, has 
a refilled and recut reverse die, as described below. 

The discovery specimen is on a thin planchet and much underweight. An X-ray 
of the coin shows not only carbon and other irrpurities in the planchet, but also 
verifies that the planchet is not cast. 

The obverse shows a clear 787, well struck-up. The die state is extremely 
late, with a previously unknown die break from the horse's mouth extending down to 
the horse's chest. The top of the horse's face is recut, creating a stubby appear- 
ance similar to the Rferis-81 counterfeit. There is also checkerboard webbing under 
the plow bar, as appears on the Maris-84 counterfeit. The coin was struck in 
perfect alignment, and has a perfect ring when struck on the edge. 

The reverse shows the top and lower right portions of the shield to be refilled. 
The shield from 11 to 1 o'clock is coirpletely recut. Above the shield, there are 
several minute die breaks and webbing, similar to those on the Maris-84 in my 
collection. The shield is also recut from 4 to 7 o'clock. The remaining portion 
of the shield shows approximately 15 hair-line die breaks, seme rather short, some 
clearly recut into an O, with the tips of the serifs of the U still evident under 
iragnification. An ever-so-small die break almost closes the second U across the 
top. I believe these recuttings on the previously-known reverse die N constitute a 
new die variety, when paired with obverse 56. 

I would like to thank Mr. Carl Carlson, former curator of the Johns Hopkins 
University Collection, for his assistance, especially in verifying the die-similarities 
with Maris-81 and Maris-84; and iry very dear friend and fellow colonial coin buff 
Roger Geary, vho provided me with ny ]Nferis-84, and put me onto the Maris-85 described 
herein. 
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Maris 85 (56- 



HALF CENT "INFLATIOSr" IN 1795? 


Ken Ehner 

In June of tliis year, vdiile working on a half cent date collection, I purchased 
a 1795 C-1 lettered edge half cent in southern California. It appeared to be a 
strong fine to very fine v?ith slight surface roughness and some negligible corrosion. 
The color was pleasant, and I felt it would grade an overall fine. 

When I got this 'little half sister' home and started to study it in detail, 
panic set in. Everyone checks the 'third surface' of a coin, but vAio reads it? 

Well, this one read "HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR." Doing seme quick math, I indeed arrived 
at the orthodox IWD HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR. . .so just viiat did I have here? An altered 
coin? A counterfeit? 

There was no mention of such an edge variant in Roger S. Cohen's American Half 
Cents , but Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, 1793-1857 states 
on page 129 that "Ragin' s 298th sale, September 11, 1972, lot 591, had the edge 
blundered HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR, presumably from slippage." 

I decided to send ray coin to INSAB for authentication. Two months later, ray 
certified authentic "1795 half cent, HUNDRED FOR A EXDLLAR lettered edge variety" 
was returned to me. Now I would like to determine its rarity, and would be interested 
in any additional information other EAC'ers might have concerning such a piece. 

Please write Ken Ebner, P.O. Box 724, Los Banos, CA 93635. Thank you. 

************* 

ANA 86 

John D. Wright, NLG 

IVbnday ; Drive to Milwaukee from St. Joseph (200 miles) . Arrive 4 PM, try to find 
parking for Hotel Wisconsin. Three laps later I'm in. Note fron Les Heilbronner 
(ray rocmie) says "come to the Marc Plaza for the Lepezyk auction". These are both 
classic Victorian hotels, a huge contrast to the Hyatt next to the MECCA center. 

IVteet Les, Joe Tomasko, Ken ficte, Denis Loring, a few others. Scan the cent lots — 
some nice ones, but ruitor says heavily protected. See one goodie in a skuz lot — 
a G-VG '35 N-10 among 32 bulk cents. Try to buy the lot, drop out v\iien the profit- 
level is gone. Bidder 1 buys it. Turns out DWL is #1, chasing the saire cherry. 

Sorry 'bout that, Denis. Rumors are true — the better pieces ARE overprotected, no 
interest at those levels. 

Tuesday: PNG Day. Short visit with Jon Kern, Jim Fairfield. JR Frankenfield shows 

up. Penny pickins seem slim. Usual buzz is about eleven MS grades. I'm sure sone- 
body has to be "for" it, but I haven't met him yet. Seems a great innovation for 
those vdio'd rather collect numbers than coins. Supper at Toy's, good Cantonese food. 

Wednesday: Late breakfast, ANA opens for real at noon. Bill Panitch delivers a 

nice S-164 he's been holding for me. Joe Tomasko turns up a Good S-125 cherry. I 
pass an ugly VG '29 N-7 vdieelspoke at $5 — let somebody else get the thrill. JR 
buys the ]N^les Gerson '29 N-2 from Larry Whitlow. Bill Noyes delivers the final 
paperwork on the EAC86 sale. It rains all day but I am inside anyway. Airport is 
closed, flooded, as is the expressway to Chicago. Bob I»latthews shows up after the 
bourse closes — visit till the v/ee hours. 
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Thursday: Still no hot water. Bourse action is slow, v^ich gives me a better 

chance to visit and try to cover a VERY large floor. Talk a bit with Ken Bressett. 
He's meeting today with a forum of the various grading services. Perhaps ANA may 
be charged to "grade the graders." Pbkes sense, but doesn't bring any revenue into 
ANA. Pink sheet itekes its debut today — a "grey sheet for certified coins." Looks 
like prices all over the map. Fun to see different prices marked for 1^60, 61, 62, 
63, 64, 65, 66 , ...with wide price-variances among ANACS, PCX3S, INS, ... Too busy 
snic]^ 0 ring to deliver my sermon till later. Nlil Bash is tonight and Bonn Pearlman 
gives a FANTASTIC spoof -lecture on grading "by the numbers." Nobody is spared the 
well-deserved barb. 

Friday: EAC meeting-day, and my honey love comes around the lake to speM ttie week- 
end with me. EAC meeting is fun, well-attended. Larry Goldberg (Superior) presents 
the EAC Library with the first hard-bound RSB catalog and gives a pitch for the sale 
of the century. Lee and Joyce Kuntz insist I come visit than in LA. I've already 
bought my plane tickets — see you there. Denis mentions the Plastic Coated Generic 
Slabs with all the affection normally due a share of IBM stock; discussion follows 
on proven methods for freeing (de-slabbing) imprisoned coins. When I check the n^ 
pink sheet I can see vdiy. If I can believe the numbers I read, an MS large cent is 
worth over $100 nore out of the slab than in it. Spend a half hour demo-ing the 
penny press and passing out pressings of Phil IVfenn's 1796 NC-1 (not from this show) . 

After the meeting, more slow bourse. Look at the Proof '30 N-10 Jerry Bobbe 
bought — super for this rare variety, but not nice as Proofs go. We duck out of the 
bourse before closing, Les Heilbronner treats Mabel Ann and me to dinner, we put him 
on the plane and take a drive around the area. 

Saturday: The cent lots at the ANA sale go mixed — extremes are S-1 chain AMERI VF35 

with surfaces smoothed at $2400 (cheap) and '28 N-11 AU55 at $800 (expensive). After 
the coppers we hit the bourse for another looksee, long visit with Jim Long, more 
time with Dana Linett, peruse the exhibits (no copper. SUPER strong on Wisconsin 
paper) , and leave on the riverboat tour. It's a fun, relaxed way to blow a day, 
returning about bourse-closing time. Steak dinner and quiet evening with my lovey 
is a wonderful wind-down. 

Sunday: Check out of the hotel, visit the bourse for goodbyes, beat the rush out. 

Casual drive home with a stop for a good dinner enroute. Thoughts of the Cincy 
show, the RSB sale, and visions of cherries dance in iry head. 

Monday: Back to work — the excitonent is over for now. WRONG! I Call tonight from 

Betsy (our daughter, 22, in Orlando). "Daddy, I've had it with all the flak over 
the wedding plans — ^we're eloping! The wedding will be next Monday night here in 
Orlando." That gives me a week to try to find a flight for three (impossible) , 
arrange for a grairma-sitter , get the time off from work ("You just got BACK!") , and 
marathon-drive to Orlando to claim my new son Jon (72 inches, 170 pounds) . Let me 
tell you about that sometime... 

************* 
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ANA '86 - DL's DIARY 


Last year it was "Walkers, Coitirnans, Dollars and Gold." This year it's a down 
market, PCGS (plastic-cxDated generic slabs), and grading to two decimal places. 

Isn't progress wonderful? 

Me — I'm just off for a quiet week's vacation, looking for coppers and insurance 
medals, and seeing old and new friends. Of course, to fill the ernpty spaces, I 
have four auctions, four club meetings (EAC, NBS, NLG, SOB) , two judging assignments 
(chief of U.S. coins, and Best in Show), three cocktail parties, one dinner, the 
Author's Table and sane ANACS work. As I said, a quiet week.... 

Before we begin: previous readers of this annual drivel may recall numerous 

fond references to the Redhead. They will be absent this year. Paula and I have 
separated, after 16 mostly wonderful years. I'm currently dating a wcman in Boston 
named Joan, viiom sane of you met at EAC in Washington. It wouldn't surprise me at 
all if her name popped up now and then. 

Thursday, July 31: Off to Boston with a suitcase I dub the Hernia Special... 

as long as I'm here, might as well do the Bay State Show tomorrow. ..I must be having 
an unconscious love affair with the Eastern Shuttle. . . 

Friday, August 1: Deadest Bay State I've ever seen. . .pick up one early, two 

middle, one late and a Jefferson electro. . .most people seem to be expecting somewhat 
less than a rip-snorter in Milwaukee. . .no problem. . .the market for insurance medals 
just hasn't caught fire yet... 

Saturday, August 2: Good-bye, Joan. Watch those country roads... the plane to 

Chicago leaves 40 minutes late, an ANA tradition. . .wonder if my bag will get to 
Milwaukee when I do... really looking forward to the collectibles show and two days 
of prowling for insurance stuff .. .change planes in Chicago. .. "Hi there" - it's 
Goldfinger! (For first-time readers, this is my eleventh year of working for Ken 
Goldman at ANA. I get a badge and dealer's access; he gets someone to sit at the 
table while he makes millions on the floor. Good deal all around) ...We discuss 
strategy. Last year it was "buy low, sell high." This year he's trying "buy little, 
sell everything." Might work... he's off to the Ramada Airport showvhile I take the 
luggage into town... Ken Bressett, Bill Fivaz, Paul Whitnah. Ahhh, the parade of 
familiar faces has started. . .the collectibles show is even deader than Bay State... 
here's Cindy Grellman. ..a few hours yields 21 new pieces for a total of $252. Sure 
is cheaper than large cents... the weather is exquisite, so I take a run along the 
lakefront. . .Chinese food with Ken and we stroll the city awhile. . .connect with Joan, 
write the diary. . .lobby chat with Les Heilbronner and Art Kagin. . .might as well call 
it a day. 

Sunday, August 3: Up bright and early to look at the Heritage lots... done by 

9, so I might as well do Lepczyk, too... lovely silver German insurance medal buried 
in a six-medal lot. Maybe I can buy it from the successful bidder. . .mosey over to 
the collectibles show. ..pick up five insurance advertising mirrors fron Rich Hartzog 
for less than $100. . .nothing to do until the Heritage sale at five, so Ken and I 
spend a few hours at the Wisconsin State Fair. Gigantic! Sheep shearing, pig 
races, livestock for sale, rides, sights, dozens and dozens of midway booths, food 
from com dogs to fresh lemonade to cotton candy, the state warist-wzrestling chaitp- 
ionships (if only I'd knowm they do lefthanders separately, I'd have been sorely 
teripted to embarrass myself) , music all over, and the CROWDS! If the total ANA 
attendance equalled this one-day turnout. . .yea, right. . .back to the hotel with iry 
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lone souvenir, a sunburn atop my bald little head. . .choice between one last spin 
around the collectibles show and a leisurely call to Joan. . .Joan wins... at the 
Heritage sale, I come in second to Jerry Bobbe on a lovely MS-60+ 1808, but capture 
a flashy P-L 1855 for the collection (I just like its looks) ...Jim McGuigan's taking 
a breather between the half cents and the half dimes. . .dinner with Ken at Milwaukee's 
best German restaurant is a real gut— buster ... "Coitmando" with Arnold Schwartzenegger 
is on HBO, an appropriately mindless way to spend the evening ... the hotel lobby and 
lounge are both d— e— a— d. . .you know, this ANA has all the potential for being a real 
laugher. Stay tuned... 

jybnday, August 4: One of the disadvantages of not needing much sleep is that 

often you can't sleep late even vdien you want to. So, here I am, pumping iron at 

7:30 a.m on the way back, I run into... a fellow reinsurance actuary! Turns out 

she works right next to the Hyatt — for one more week — and then is moving to New 
York! "What's 'numismatic'?" She'll stop by the show later. . .Ken and I move on 
to the MECCA (Convention Center) , to view the Kagin lots (let's give praise viiere 
praise is due: their cataloging has iitproved tremendously in the last year) and 

pick up our photo I.D. 's...oh goodie, they've lost ity preregistration form (and the 
check) . ..back over to the Marc Plaza Hotel (five-minute walk) to pick up iry 1855 
and check out the Lepczyk insurance medal one more time... call the office, nothing's 
happening. £0 now viiat for four hours? W-e-1-1, let's stroll over to the nearby 
chocolate factory and stock up for the week (standard Kenneth Goldman, Inc. lunch- 
time fare) ...leisurely sandwich with Dana Linett, taking turns psyching each other 
down... a little diary, a little TV, a little nap~nah, let's trudge back to the Marc 
Plaza and get the heart rate up... cut a deal with Rossa and Tanenbaum (my #1 source 
for insurance medals) on the medal lot; they'll buy the five I don't want... log in 
rty insurance ite:ns and discover I bought two duplicates. Anybody want to make a 
little money coding up the collection onto a DBASE III data base? I ' 11 pay for rry 
laziness. . .Garry Fitzgerald, Ed Hipps, John Wright; the familiar faces are arriving... 
buy my medal lot for $85, then they reopen the bidding and I pay $125. Methinks the 
chandelier decided to bid... the chandelier turns out to be a German dealer viio 
happily takes the other five medals for 50% more than R & T wanted to pay... Joe 
Tomsko provides rry first three ANA-LC purchases. . .Ken Mete is eyeing a lovely F-15+ 
S-115 in the Lepczyk sale... solo dinner, walk a bit, and it's time for the sale... 
try only victory is a lot of 32 G-F Scotch taped late dates, with a VG 1835 N-10 
hidden inside. . .Mike Berton, Rollie Swett, and I are hanging out on the comer, and 
get to watch a hit-and-run accident ten feet away (it was more like hit-and-liiip; 
the cops got him three blocks away)... this line's for Ken Hallenbeck, a faithful 
reader of the Diary. Hey, Ken — here you are!... Don Kagin graciously accepts iry 
coirpliments on his inproved cataloging, just as he's taken rry grief in the past... 
call Joan, wander a little more, pack up for temorrow. "Tis PNG day, and we'll 
find out just vtet kinda show we got here. . . 

Tuesday, August 5: Not a great night's sleep...? a.m. stoke-up breakfast with 

KG and away we go... one of the dealers is carrying a paperback novel. Does he know 
something?. . .8 a.m. - ding! .. .after three hours of searching, I have spent the 
grand total of $445; no coin more than $100 - nor worth more than $110. Thrilling, 
no? I mean, cheriypick city is one thing, but give me a break. . .Doug Bird, John 
Wright, Bob Shalowitz all report similar success... so vdiere's Del???... Tom Tallarico 
picks off rry AU S-75, and decides he can't live without the 1855 frem Sunday's 
auction. Easy come, easy go... the book collectors are gathering for tomorrow's 
NBS affair. . .Sandy Goldman arrives, immediately brightening the table. . .Superior 
has a few copies of the Robbie Brown catalogue - v^roops, make that h^ - a truly 
outstanding piece of werk, and an absolute must-own for every EAC'er...do you 
realize I've been in this numismatic mecca since Saturday and the rrost significant 
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thing I've caught is a cold. . .another German gut-buster, this time with Mike and 
Rollie. . .back to the room, watch some tube, knock off early. Tomorrow's another 

day. . . 

Wednesday, August 6: Another lousy night, a combination of adrenalin, the cold, 

and some personal stuff... last night's dinner probably didn't help. . .Ken shows up at 
6:45; he didn't do too v^ll either... our 7 a.m. breakfast hasn't shown up by 7:30, 
so I cancel it. Today's starting out real veil. . .it's raining, too... much shorter 
morning lineup than yesterday. . .here we go... You may all wake up now. Ain't 
nothin' out there, folks. Oh, the old standbys - Beyner, Borckardt, Bert Cohen, 

Long, McGuigan, Padget, Reynolds, Robinson - are standing by, and will gladly supply 
a fix upon request. But the rest of 'em - gold, commems, and those goddamn slabs. 
Exclude the MS-63 1846 and 1847 I bought for soneone, and iry total expenditures at 
4 p.m. (as I sit in the judges' meeting) come to: $555. 

Reprise of second paragraph, last line. As I said, a quiet week. . .Actually, 
two significant cents did surface at this show, brought over fran England by Steve 
Fenton: 1794 S-20, VF-25, and 1830 N-10, Proof. Jerry Bobbe buys the N-10 and at 

this moment, Steve and I are $1000 apart on the S-20... so vho's found anything? Joe 
Tomasko seems to be the winner with his G-VG S-125. . .Del 's not ccstiing - too busy 
working on the CC. That, friends, is dedication. . .Kenny buys a set of Shield nickels 
in Proof... the rain hasn't stopped yet, and the airport is closed due to flooding. 
That's one way to keep 'em at the show. . .bye-bye. Shield nickels (but not by air) ... 
quit at 6 (tired) ...because of the rain, I pass on the cocktail partY at the Marc 
Plaza... solo dinner, rest some, then the Bibliomania Society meeting. Good fun... 
get iry second wind, so down to the exhibits for an hour of judging. Only seven 
exhibits of U.S. coins this year; get 'en all done (first pass, anyway) by 11... 
remnants of sortie parties here and there... hey - it stopped raining! 

Thursday, August 7: A wonderful hour with Joan to start the morning. . .should I 

run or lift weights? The lakefront beckons...! think I'll offer to split the 

difference on the S-20... now for a nice hot shower and - oh, s t. Yesterday's 

floods (worst rain in Milwaukee's history) knocked out the hotel's hot water. It 
was supposed bo be back on at 5 a.m. Guess v«hat: it ain't. Yuck. . .another pass 

at the exhibits, and eventually it's 11: 00... win seme, lose some department: the 

S-20 is gone, sold at his asking price, but the lovely 1848 N-19 Proof I made an 
offer on yesterday is now in my case (and not for sale) ...I usually don't gain any 
weight at ANA, but this one could be the exception. . .low-grade rarity department: 

S-27 and S-66 from The Great Shal, S-133 unattributed. . .Charlie Davis cones by and 
sells me five nice cents; Tom Reynolds come by and leaves one behind... not too many 
EAC'ers wandering around, at least that I can see... Kenny does a real biggie; I 
think he'll treat tomorrow night. . .surprisingly active day!... meet with ity fellow 
judges and negotiate the prizewinners. . .Jack Robinson takes the 1835 N-10... 6 p.m. 
and slowing down... I 'll pass on the judges' dinner this year, and enjoy Ton Reynolds' 
company instead... on to the NLG Bash... as usual, masterful MC Etonn Perlman keeps us 

just this side of outright libel don't really feel like socializing much more 

tonight — think I'll rest up for EAC... Guess v^at: still no hot water... 

Friday, August 8: Sunny weather and hot water! Gee, v^t a city... EAC time! 

63 people showed up. We had a wonderful time discussing the merits of PCGS. Des- 
pite the obvious advantage, no one has yet seen a 1794 S-18a in a slab... so it's 
11:00, v\here's KG? Fifteen later, he saunters in... must be on cruise control... 

Alan Weinberg comes over with an encased quarter from the Pacific National Life 
Assurance Company - my first encased quarter. Thanks Alan. . .speaking of tokens, 
remember the two duplicates I bought? On Wednesday, I tried to return them. 
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Interesting contrast: 


$12 token from Doc Carberry of A & A Coins: "Sorry, we 

don't accept returns. You're responsible for your own 
mistakes . " 

$40 medal from Steve Tanenbaum of Rossa and Tanenbaum: "Of 

course. Here's your $40. No problem." 

When anyone asks me for a referral to a token and medal dealer, care to guess viiere 
I send them? 

Much slower today. . .Tom Reynolds and Chris Victor-McCawley ask me how I can possibly 
fill a diary at this show. Here's one way, f ellas . . . sell a handful to Ferris, as 
usual... do ity Best in Show judging. . .this room is getting larger and larger... 
time to perch at the Author's Table... I have the feeling that most dealers are 
having a less than wonderful show (Goldfinger excluded, of course) .. .should I go to 
the 1891 Club meeting? Check it out. . .naaah. . .returning to the table, Kenny's got 
a roll of BU commems and a slab on display. Has the disease really spread this 
far? Lord have mercy. . .winding toward dinnertime, viiich will be another German 
glutfest with the Golditens and some friends. . .\dioops, bourse closes at 8 tonight, 
not 7... long phone interlude with Joan, and I'm walking around with a classic S.E.G. 
for a viiile. . .sonehow, I get through dinner with only moderate over s tuf f ing. . .SOB 
meeting is far too sedate, but the announcement of free booze next year promises a 
return to rowdyism. . .might as well get seme packing done... 8 a.m. tomorrow??? 

Saturday, August 9: Groan. . .finish packing, check out, scoff breakfast, and 

open up shop one last time... Jim Long takes rry 27, 66, 112 on a last-day-of-show 
special... KG wanders in. . .off to the auction, buy three lots, back to the (in) action. . . 
anybody wanna bowl down the aisles?. . .might as well end the show with a bang, so 
(after three days of thinking about it) I spring for Fritz Weber's clean Fair-2 
Birch cent — really the first U.S. large cent. So rry Robbie Brown war chest depletes 
a little. . .2:00. Say some goodbyes, pick up ny suitcase, and head on home. 

Retrospect: Mest dealers were disappointed, but I had a fine time. Added two cents 

to the collection, spun off a few spares, enjoyed the gatherings, BS'd a fair amount, 
and spent time with people I like. For a one^eek vacation, one could do much vrorse. 
Join me in Atlanta? 


•kicieic'k’k'k'kis'k'k'k’k 

On September 26, I'll be leaving for Los Angeles to attend the Robbie Brown 
sale. I'll be happy to represent any EAC'ers known to me, at no charge. Please 
give me a call if you're interested: 212-877-3928, after 7 p.m. 
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Pierre Fricke 

The ANA show. It is the biggest numismatic event of the year. 
I decided to attend my first ANA in five years at the end of June. 
Cost was my biggest concern, especially since it is over 1,000 
miles to Milwaukee from central Texas. So I lined up my super- 
saver fare and reservations at a reasonably priced hotel (Astor) 
and waited for the big day (August 6) ! 

A few weeks before the show, I received a letter describing a 
date collection of large cents from 1794 to 1857. As my "buying" 
ad specifies only early dates, that is all I received. I proceeded 
to negotiate a consignment deal to sell the coins, but I sure wish 
I could have had the middle dates as well for the ANA show! 

I. August 6 

I had an early flight so that I could go to the show on 
Wednesday to look for cherrypicking opportunities. The flight 
was uneventful until I got to Chicago, where I found out I was 
on a commuter flight to Milwaukee on a 15-seater twin engine 
prop plane! Even worse, it was raining outside and there were 
reports of thunderstorms approaching Milwaukee! Needless to 
say, it was a rather exciting flight through the thunderstorms 
as we made our approach to the Milwaukee airport. 

I survived and proceeded to my hotel and the ANA show as 
fast as I could. Immediately upon arrival, I went to the back 
of the bourse to search for better copper and Bust half varieties. 
After a few tables and replies of "No we do not have any," I 
found an assortment of early copper coins. Looking through a 
few, I quickly realized that this dealer had his coins over- 
graded by a half a grade or so (ANA/Photograde grading I suppose) . 
One coin was a 1798 F-15 S-165, 166 or 167 for $240.00, a good 
deal if it were a S-165. It turned out to be an S-167. Another 
row or two over and I ran into Chuck Furjanic at the Heritage 
table. It has been a long, long time since I have seen Chuck. 

We began to talk and remembered the times in the mid-70's that 
we used to trade early copper. He purchased a nice looking S-63, 
net grade VF-20, for $400, a good deal. This was one of the 
consignment coins. Down a little further were Jack and Mark 
Borckardt of the Collector's Cabinet, sharing a table with Tom 
Reynolds. I spoke with them for an extensive period while we 
looked over each other's coins. Tom bought the S-127 and S-224 
from the consignment, and a nice F-12 1821 large cent. We also 
discussed the grading of the rest of the consignment coins. We 
decided to compare grading of the auction coins once we both had 
a chance to observe them. All throughout the show, Tom was very 
helpful for second opinions concerning grading for which I am 
grateful. Thanks, Tom! 
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Time ran short at Jack, Mark and Tom's table, so I bid 
farewell and hurried along. I brought several copies of my 
recently completed report "Rare Coin Investments — the Untold 
Story" to pass out to the speakers at the Coin Collector's 
conference which was to be held that evening at 7 . The speakers 
included Q. David Bowers, Walter Breen, Mike Fulijenz, David Ganz , 
David Hall, Martin Paul, and Maurice Rosen. Scott Travers was 
the moderator. This report discusses a history of the coin 
market and goes into detail on the grading scale tightening of 
Mint State coins. In particular, I compared some basic staples 
of an investor's portfolio (silver dollars, commems and gold) 
to several examples of early copper. Guess who did better? 

This report is now in the EAC library. I also still have a few 
copies for sale. Please send $2.00 (to cover postage and print- 
ing costs) to: Pierre Fricke, Box 1716, Round Rock, TX 78680. 

Arriving at the Coin Collector's Survival Conference, I 
noticed a sizable audience (75 to 100) was beginning to form. 

Each speaker was limited to eight minutes and the speeches 
covered a wide variety of opinions on grading and investments. 
Next, there was a question and answer session. Now was my 
chance! I posed the following scenario and asked the panel to 
comment: 

It is 1982. I purchase a MS-65 1887-0 silver dollar 
for $650.00. I also purchase an XF-40 (EAC graded) 

1825 large cent for $100.00. 

It is now 1986. My 1887-0 silver dollar is probably no 
longer MS-65. There is a fairly good chance that it 
will not make MS-64. More than likely, it is MS-63, 
which means it is worth $80.00 or so. I have lost most 
of my investment. Meanwhile, an 1825 (rare die state, 

I know) XF-40 sold for $400.00 in the 1986 EAC auction! 

Not bad, heh? 


I asked one of the founders of 
He said something to the effect of: 
grading standards in 1982, (i.e. no 
invalid...". Can you believe that? 
used in 1982! 


PCGS on the panel to comment. 

"...Since there were no 
PCGS) the comparison is 
I wonder what grading he 


After the conference was over, I had interesting discussions 
with several of the people present. Although there was disagree- 
ment as to the severity of the loss in investment grade coins, 
the general concensus was that it was a good point. This story 
circulated around the floor for the next couple of days! 


II. August 7 

I rose early on Thursday morning to attend the Numismatic 
Literary Guild meeting. This meeting began at 9 AM at the 
convention center. The major topic for discussion was how the 


- 225 - 


numismatic writer can protect himself/herself from others copy- 
ing and using his/her material without his/her permission. The 
process for submitting articles to various publications and the 
appropriate protocols for doing so were also discussed. These 
topics were especially interesting to me, a novice in the writ- 
ing field. 

I proceeded to view the auction lots that interested me, 
which included the half cents, large cents and Bust halves. 

There was not a large amount of this type of material in the 
auction. The grading was quite accurate for the early copper, 
less so for the Mint State Bust halves which were sliders for 
the most part. 

The show opened to the public at 12 noon. I was at the door 
ready to go ! I picked up on the other side of the room from 
the previous day with the intention of meeting in the middle. 

I sold a couple more pieces (copper as well as circ. type) , but 
did little buying as the material I needed was either not 
available or available only at a price considerably above CDN 
(Coin Dealer Newsletter) or CQR (Copper Quotes by Robinson) . 

I met and talked with Jim McGuigan for a little while. He 
has quite an assortment of nice material including an AU 1796 
half cent! We discussed the availability and the price of choice 
early half cents and middle date large cents. We both agreed 
that the price guides needed adjusting to reflect their scarcity. 

I went back to my room early to rest. I had covered quite 
a large part of the bourse floor today and did not find anything 
really exciting. Maybe tomorrow! 

The Numismatic Literary Guild had their bash on Thursday 
evening, and I wanted to attend. I grabbed a drink and some 
snacks and began to mingle. As the show was beginning, I found 
a table of EACers including John Wright. I sat next to John 
as he was passing around some of his acquisitions. The show was 
a lot of fun, with a parody on the new ANA Mint State grading 
as well as some entertaining magic tricks. On the more serious 
side, book and article awards were given out. John represented 
Bob Grellman and Jules Reiver for their award. I was determined 
to get one of the last copies available (from Tom Reynolds as 
it turned out) of Volume I, 1840 to 1848. 


III. August 8 

Friday morning was another early one. The EAC meeting was 
scheduled for 9 AM and I wanted to be there. After a quick 
shower and breakfast, I was off in a cab to the MECCA Convention 
Center . 

I arrived a few minutes early and took a seat near the front 
on an aisle. A fairly large crowd was developing (about 75 people) . 
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Chris McCawley sat behind me and we discussed the makeup of the 
crowd and the events of the show. The meeting got underway with 
an opportunity for people to introduce themselves, describe their 
coin interests and what they do in "real life". It was interest- 
ing to note that at least a couple of people were considering 
EAC because they had "Silver Dollar Burnout," a generic term 
that describes anyone who is tired of fighting the "Mint State 
Wars." Some discussion of the Robinson Brown auction ensued, 
and I realized that I needed to get a catalog so I could consider 
attending. Questions and answers were next followed by John 
Wright demonstrating copper coin foil pressing. I stuck around 
to observe and to chat with fellow EACers. I also sold a 1796 
S-87 VG-7 (7% off-center) to Ken Mote and a 1798 S-174 VF-30/25 
to Joe Tomasko. Thanks again, guys. 

I had not yet observed the Colonial coins in the auction, 
so I next made a dash for the lot-viewing room. It was crowded 
of course, but not too crowded. I spent about an hour viewing 
a rather generous offering (compared to the half/large cents 
and Bust halves) of Colonial material. 

The show opened to the public at noon, and I was there for 
the initial stampede. I quickly went to pick up a Robinson Brown 
catalog. I perused it, and readily agreed that this was one of 
the finest catalogs that I have seen. I even can use it to 
attribute my middle date large cents while I wait for John Wright's 
book . 


Picking up where I had left off the day before, I soon met 
Phil Bresette, who had a collection of Bust Halves including a 
VG-7 1794, a F-15 1815, and a VF-30+ 1817/3. I made an offer on 
his halves, but he was looking to sell a lot of various early 
type coins in one shot. As I was not in the market for low grade 
early half dimes, dimes and quarters, I stuck to my Bust half 
offer. He countered with a consignment deal, wanting $8000 for 
the lot, I get anything above that. I figured the deal to be 
worth $10,000+ retail, but there were some really low grade coins 
mixed in with some real nice ones. It was going to be tough 
since I could not break up the lot. I went to the top type 
dealers in the place and got three offers up front: $6200, $7200, 

and $7700. Realizing I was going to have to mediate a "long 
range" negotiation, I returned to Phil's table to see what I 
could do on that side. He came down to $7800. I went back to 
my $7700 to ask for a second offer. He refigured and came up 
with $7500! He'll think about holding to $7700. I wandered 
around some more, got another offer of $7500, and went back to 
Phil saying that if he wants to sell, he will have to come down 
a bit more. He came down to $7500. I stopped by the Collector's 
Cabinet and talked to Jack and Mark. They looked for a while, 
were interested, and made an offer of $7800 after some checking 
(I had quoted $8000). I came back and said $7900, Mark agreed, 
and I went back to Phil to settle up! This is what coin shows 
are all about! Thanks Jack, Mark, and Phil. 
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I returned to Jack, Mark, and Tom's table to discuss the 
grading of the auction lots with Tom Reynolds. We felt that 
Ragin' s did a fairly good job with the copper, but there wasn't 
that much of it. Going down the page, we agreed on almost all 
of the grades (Tom and I) with just a couple of minor differences 
I also showed him some Fine-ish middle dates that I had picked 
up to get his opinion of the grading. 

Session 4 of the auction was soon to begin and I hastened 
over to the Hyatt where it was taking place. I was waiting for 
the Bust halves to come to the block, which was three-or-so 
hours down the road. But it was interesting to see how the lower 
denomination type was doing. Early circulated rare type did 
very well. Mint State coins with papers also did well. It seemed 
however, that Mint State coins without papers did very poorly. 
Since I did not view these coins, I cannot be sure, but I 
wonder... Is it that the coins were overgraded? Or maybe no one 
knows how to grade Mint State coins any more, so they were 
cautious. I do not know. (There were a few unpapered Mint 
State coins that did rather well, however.) 

We came and went through the Bust halves, and I did not get 
a single one. Slider early dates went for $400 and a lot of 
twenty went for $950 (plus 10% buyers fee) ; I was prepared to 
bid $600. A nice collection of Bust dollars was next, but since 
it was already past midnight, I decided to leave. That session 
probably went to 2 AM. 


IV. August 9 

I was up fresh and early again on Saturday morning because 
Session V of the auction was to begin at 9 AM. This was the 
early copper session, starting with a nice run of Colonial ma- 
terial and continuing into the half and large cents. Most of the 
Colonial material brought solid prices. There were some nice 
pieces here, including AU/Unc Fugio cents and some Massachusetts 
coinage. I was interested in the 1794 C-9 F-12 (nice surfaces) 
half cent, but it went a little high for me at $500 + 10%. I 
also had my sights set on a couple of the nice middle dates, in 
particular an 1817 N- 2 XF-45. I almost had the coin for $120 
but as the auctioneer said sold someone else jumped in and the 
bidding continued to $170 (again just a tad too high for me) . 

I left the auction at the end of the middle dates. 

The bourse was already open, so I proceeded to cover the 
floor looking for coins to buy. Going from table to table, I 
realized that I was not going to find a lot of material. I 
found a nice lot of seven F/VF early date (1808-1822) halves, 
and I offered $27.50 each. The dealer wanted $32.50, close, 
but not quite. I found a nice 1793 half cent in Fine condition, 
but the price was, again, too high. 
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At another table, a dealer's daughter was minding the shop. 

She was familiar enough with the coins and her dad's codes to 
quote prices, that is until she offered me a 1794 C-9 VF-30 (minor 
pit spots in fields) for $120! I asked her to repeat, stating 
that the price sounded too low. She countered with $130! Her 
dad came back at about that point and I asked him to give me a price 
Vi/hich turned out to be $1200 and then $1100. He then asked his 
daughter what sort of price did she give me, wondering why I 
thought the original price was too low. He nearly died when he 
found out! I guess they had a discussion after I left. Oh, the 
pit spots were not bad, but they steered me away. Nice guys 
finish last! 

Continuing around the floor, I came upon a dealer (from whom 
I had purchased some Bust halves previously) who showed me a small 
lot that contained two large cents. The 1798 was an S-155, rev. 
of '96 in VG-8/10 and a VF or so 1839 that had been cleaned. I 
offered $75 for the S-155 and he accepted. I also bought a nice 
VF-25 1828 (can't remember the variety) for $50 from a dealer a 
couple of tables down. Tom Reynold's bought the coins from me 
shortly thereafter. 

By this time I had more than paid for the trip. However, I 
still had a thorn in my side to get rid of, my MS-60 1886-0 silver 
dollar that I paid too much for. I sold it to a silver dollar 
specialist for $260, at a considerable loss. The grading scale 
slide really killed me on that one. 

It was getting late in the afternoon and after four days of 
coins, decided to go rest for the evening. I left the show feel- 
ing very satisfied and trying to decide whether to attend the 
Robinson Brown auction. Also, I was looking forward to getting 
home because I had some outstanding deals on large cent collections 
to pursue. 


V. Conclusions 

It would appear that collecting coins is not dead as some 
individuals claim. As a matter of fact, certain series of collector 
coins (early half cents, middle date large cents. Bust halves and 
dollars, etc...) were very strong. 

The new CDN hit the floor on Thursday and showed another round 
of minus signs for MS-65/64 investment coins. Common MS-65 dollars 
have fallen from $750/$800 to $550/$600 over the past four weeks. 
There was one exception: rare type coins. True MS type is very 

rare (unlike dollars and commems) . It is about time that the 
relative prices adjust for this. 

For anyone experiencing "Silver Dollar Burnout", early copper 
and type is a good place of refuge. Coin collectors need not leave 
the hobby altogether. Remember, EAC/Penny Whimsy grading has re- 
mained the same for forty years; the investment oriented Mint State 
system (ANACS, PCGS , etc...) hasn't! 

************* 
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ANA '86, OR IKW TO GRADE SLABS! 

Les Heilbronner 

To an EAC'er, the Milwaukee ANA had a good and a bad side: on the bad side, 

there was a real scarcity of our type of material in the displays ; there was too 
much errphasis on the new scha:ne with 11 mint-state grades, surely inapplicable to 
copper; and then there were the SLABS (those unopenable holders in vAiich PCGS en- 
cases their "precision-graded," supposedly- tradeable, untouchable gold and silver 
disks). But there was a good side, too: the camaraderie of the "copper folks"; 

the Robbie Brown catalogue; properly graded early copper in the various auctions; 
some cherry-picking (Joe Tomasko found an S-125) ; and for me, a Hard Times Token 
freak, the availability of scxne of the rare ones if you had the "long green." 

My personal Milwaiikee experience started on Saturday August 2, with the col- 
lectibles show, v^ere I had to forego purchases as I hoped to add to my cents at 
ANA. I ran into several other EAC'ers, including Cindy Grellman. Sunday it was 
back to the show in the morning and then to the Heritage auction, v^ich had some 
nice copper — I lucked out on two lots. Monday saw the Lepzcyk and Heritage auctions 
going on at the same hotel at the same time, only three floors apart. With slow 
elevators and fast auctioneers, that made the pace rather hectic! 

Tuesday was PNG day, and the copper buffs were out in full force; at nearly 
every table vdiere there was any copper at all, I'd run into fellow EAC'ers. Here 
the camaraderie came in, as fellow collectors willingly steered you to dealers vhere 
they had seen material that they figured might help; in iry case, both Joe Tcmasko 
and Ken Mote sent me to the right places. John Wright was ity rocrrmate for the 
Milwaukee excursion, so we had several quick confabs on the floor to discuss finds 
and strategy. Following the close of the bourse, there was a mini EAC get-together 
in the entrance hall with a general show-and-tell . 

Wednesday was the official opening of ANA. It didn't take long to find out that 
the only really nice copper (graded and priced properly) was to be fomd at fellow 
EACer's tables. Thank goodness the list of EACer's with tables is growing yearly! 

I made several purchases which will help me on both John Wright's and John Fettinger's 
lists (mostly upgrades) . Thursday was not as hectic, so there was time to look at the 
exhibits. This was a disappointment, however, as there was a real dearth of EAC-type 
material. Next I spent a couple of hours looking over auction lots for Kagin's ANA 
sale, v^ere the copper was a pleasant surprise: nice pieces, described right. I 

then returned to the bourse, which yielded several more upgrades. The evening was 
spent "jawing" copper and drooling over the Robbie Brown auction catalogue. 

The EAC meeting was Friday morning, and vfcLle there were no formal presentations, 
it was still a good session. I found that I was in agreanent with the general (neg- 
ative) concensus about the "new ANA grading," as well as PCGS with its slabs. Larry 
Goldberg invited everyone not only to the SALE; but also to the preceding night's 
get-together at his house. Walter Breen and John Wright gave book status reports, 
and it was announced that Bob Grellman 's second volume was at the printers. John 
Wright concluded the meeting with a demonstration of foil pressing, with Phil Mann 
kindly supplying John with his second finest known '96 NC-1 for an example. Quite 
a number of us took hone pressings, as we can never expect to find such a beauty in 
the copper! Then it was back bo the bourse for a final sweep, and off to the air- 
port for home — it was a hectic but great week! 
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A REVIEW OF THE ATTRIBUTION GUIDE FOR UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 

VOLUME II, 1849-1857 

Chris Victor-McCawley 

The second volume of the Grellitian/Reiver attribution gmde for Late Date Large 
Cents has just been published. In many ways it is superior even to the excellent 
first voluire published earlier this year. The first volume covered varieties from 
1840-1848 and was considered an irrportant enough contribution to be awarded the 
Numismatic Literary Guild's Book of the Year award at the recent American Numismatic 
Association convention. 

The second volume covers all biasiness strike varieties from 1849-1857. With 
the exception of the 1849 's, this represents those dates least collected in the 
series. And up mtil now there has been good reason for that. The varieties 1850- 
1856 are surely the most difficult to attribute. The dramatic breaks and die 
cracks of the 1840 's are largely absent. Moreover the similarity of many of the 
dies, coupled with even the slightest amount of die wear, made attribution using the 
old Newcomb guide almost irtpossible. Reiver's quick finder gmde was a big step 
forward. However, there still were ambiguities. Different die states caused many 
of the diagnostic points described in the previous texts to disappear. In iry own 
case this resulted in an ever-growing population of 51 's, 52 's, and 56 's that made 
■th 0 i 2 : way from the back to the front of iry "to be attributed" box, only to be re- 
turned to the back of the box again. 

Volume II of the Grellman/Reiver book goes a long way toward solving some of 
the difficulties in attributing the late late dates. First the excellent line 
drawing illustrations of each variety do far more than even the shaiq^est fhotoplate 
could in depicting the various hairline cracks and other tiny points diagnostic of 
many varieties. In addition, extensive die state descriptions make it possible to 
attribute coins in states vAiere the most coitition diagnostics have disappeared. It 
should be mentioned here that many varieties have been delisted. So prepare your- 
self! Your treasured 1851 C-19 has been transformed into a lowly N-10! But there 
is good news too: that C-26 you were proud of is still pretty spiffy as a C-23, 

vMch is still a rari-t^ 6 . Incidentally, the rarity factors represent ve^ well 
informed guesses. Of course they are not 100% correct. . .nor will any rarity ratings 
ever be. Many of the ratings were taken from Copper Quotes by Jack Robinson and 
represent the current population and availability of the various varieties, insofar 
as it is known. Keep in mind, this is a pioneer effort. Much research is left to 
be done. Many, many coins are yet to be attributed. It is still not unheard of 
for groups of a scarce variety to come to light all at once, such as happened with 
the small hoard of 1854 C- 8 's, a variety unlisted in Newcomb, that were found in 
the Abe Kossoff estate last year. 

One thing I would like to have seen was an attaint at a condition census. 

The information must certainly be difficult to obtain or verify. But again, a 
best guess could be offered and adjusted as collectors claim to have CC specimens. 
Undoubtedly the CC is high for most of these varieties, with numerous mint state 
specimens available. On the other hand, certain varieties, such as '48 C-22, 

'48 C-45, '49 N-21, '51 N-34 and '53 N-31 seon to be represented mostly by lower 
grade coins . 

One more thing needs to be added. In addition to the content of the text. 
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the book itself is very well produced and put together. The text ccmes bound loose 
leaf in a stiordy binder so that additional pages, notes, and updates can be added. 
The printing was done EZ^'er Wes Rasmussen of Minneapolis. It is of exceptional 
quality, and obviously extra care was taken in its preparation. I can't imagine 
any one interested in coins that vouldn't benefit from having this book in their 
library. Certainly possession of both volumes is a must for anyone afflicted with 
even a mild case of Copper Fever. 


************* 
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MINUTES OF THE 1986 EAC-ANA MEETING 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin; August 8, 1986, 9:05 AM 


The meeting was called to onden by National Secnetairy , Denis loning , followed 
by the usual round of introductions. 

Ken Bressett, representing the ANA, welcotied EAC to the convention. 

Larry Goldberg of Superior Stamp and Coin discussed the upcoming sale of the 
Robinson S. Brown, Jr., collection of large cents. An advertisement for the sale 
appears elsev^dlere in this issued of P-W. Early arrival for lot viewing is very 
strongly encouraged. Larry presented the first hardbound copy of the auction 
catalog to Mabel Ann Wright for the EAC library. 

John Wright gave a talk on EAC and vi^at it has to offer, both to its members 
and to the numismatic fraternity in general. 

At the Numismatic Literary Guild bash, the Grellman-Reiver book on 1840-1848 
large cents was voted the best book on U.S. coins for 1986. 

Jack Robinson spoke on CQR and Del's CC revisions. Jack also proposed the 
creation of a forum to review CC-level coins on vdrLch the owner disagrees with 
Del's grading, or if he would prefer that the forum, rather than Del, grade his 
cents. 

An open forum included an animated discussion of PCGS. 

Joe Tomasko wen the cherrypicker-of-the-show award for a 1797 S-125 in Good. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 AM. 


Respectfully si±mitted 


Denis W. Loring, 
National Secretary 


************* 


SIGN-UP SHEET - EAC ' 86 AT ANA 


John and Mabel Ann Wright 
Denis W. Loring 
G. Lee and Joyce Kuntz 
Doug Bird 

Joseph Tomasko, Jr. 

Ken Mate 
Robert Matthews 
Frank Wilkinson 
Leo Heilbronner 
Philip Mann 
Michael Greenspan 
Stephen L. Tanenbaum 


John F.' Bergman 
Jim Bergman 
Kerry K. Wetterstrom 
Bob Rhue 
Enoch Blackwell 
Michael Whelan 
Charles Barasch 
Walter Breen 
Carl LaFoone 
Mark Borckardt 
Jim Long 
Dick Nelson 
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Bob Miller 


Eric P. Newman 

Charlie Davis 


Tcm Fitzgerald 

Radford Stearns 


R. W. Julian 

Maurice Rosen 


Henry G. Garrett 

Jack H. Beymer 


Forrest W. Daniel 

Bill McClean 


Lora Rentfro 

Jim iSfarek 


Harold Flartey 

Tom Reynolds 


Vincent W. Alones 

Halbert Caintiichael 


Roy Rauch 

Michael Eisenberg 


Ed Leventhal 

Giff Kelly 


David MacDonald 

Eileen K. Kelly 


Mark Lighterman 

John Eshbock 


Jim McGuigan 

Jack Robinson 


Steve Fischer 

Linda Robinson 


Jerry J. Siciliano 

Janet Dishner 


Dean Oakes 

Dana Linett 


Donn Pearlman 

Bert Cohen 


Dwight Hostetter 

Pierre Fricke 


Joseph R. Kane 

* 

********* 

* * * 

NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC 

MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue 

of P-W. Provided that no 

adverse corrments on any particular individual are 

received by the Membership Coirmittee before the Novanber issue of P-W, all will 

be declared elected to full membership at that 

time. Chairman of the Rtembership 

Committee is Rod Burress, 

9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 



MEMBER NUMBER 

Conrad, Robert G. 

Ocoee, FL 

2554 

Rosengren, John H. 

Ridgewood, NJ 

2555 

Bivens, Stephen M. 

Decatur, IL 

2556 

Thoirpson, Stephen R. 

Rock Island, IL 

2557 

Clifford, Dave 

Bellevue, WA 

2558 

Barela, Michael J. 

Kent, WA 

2559 

Menchell, David 

Flushing, NY 

2560 

Kurz, Mrs. Ron 

Cincinnati, OH 

2561 

Bosevich, Robert M. 

Novato, CA 

2562 

Kominos, Philip A. 

Huntington Station, NY 2563 

Hurdle, Dan 

Northglenn, CO 

2564 

Wikstrom, Milton 

Ames, lA 

2565 

Rhoads, Thomas C. 

Dayton, OH 

2566 

Props t, Thomas B. 

Mt. Clemens, ME 

2567 

Reboul, Jean M. 

Sur Marne, France 

2568 

Clark, Blake, Jr. 

Stafford, VA 

2569 

Hicks, Esca, Sr. 

Silsbee, TX 

2570 

Stockton, Richard B. 

Phoenix, AZ 

2571 

Bolling, C.D. 

Portland, OR 

2572 

Brandt, Richard W. 

Columbia, PA 

2573 

Larson, Eric 

East Moline, IL 

2574 

Swales, Jim 

Clinton, lA 

2575 

Anders, Kim Roger 

Helena, MT 

2576 

Newman, Eric P. 

St. Louis, MJ 

2577 

Beeler, lytogaret 

Winter Park, FL 

2578 


*********** 
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REPORT ON SURVEY FOR REPRINTING PENNY-WISE 
Pete Shiith 

The July 15, 1986 issue of Penny-Wise contained an article describing two 
options for reprinting material previously published in P-W. The first 
proposal was to reprint editions V through VIII at an estimat^ cost of $30 
each for 250 sets. The second proposal was for the accumulation of material 
into a book. A survey form was included. Following is a brief summary of the 
results of the survey: 

159 responses were received. 

78 stated that they would buy a reprint of editions V through VIII. 

145 stated that they would buy The best of Penny-Wise . 

The question about reprinting issues V through VIII atteit 5 )ted to determine if 
price would be an important factor. Of those who would buy the reprints, 43 
said that they would buy a set at $30. An additional 35 responded that they 
would pay any price. Many of those added comments such as a willingness to pay 
any "reasonable" price. Others said that they would pay a lirait of $40 or a 
limit of $50. NO one replied that they could get it done for a better price. 

Several of those who would not buy a set of reprints indicated that they 
already have a complete set. Others mention that they would still like the 
chance to buy a set of editions I through TV. 

The questions about items to be added or deleted from "The Best" got several 
written responses. Some would like to see more on colonials or half cents. 
However, no one mentioned a specific article to include. A couple of people 
would like to see Hard Times Tokens dropped. Ten of the replies indicated that 
the "Humor" section should be dropped. Another ten mentioned that "Quizes and 
Puzzles" should be dropped. Most of the comments represent single ideas and do 
not appear to represent a consensus of opinion. 

The survey is not scientific and does not represent a random sample of members. 
People who favor the proposal are much more likely to reply than people who 
would not buy either option. In my opinion the response indicates a very 
favorable prospect for both proposals. 

Although the article contained the right dates for returning the survey, the 
dates on the survey form were off by a month. Several people were kind enough 
to point out the error. Many other constructive comments were made which will 
be helpful if either project is approved. Many of the comments indicated a 
desire for quality in the reproduction of photographs as well as a good quality 
publication. 

The results of the survey will be given to the EAC beard members, "^e board 
must discuss the proposals and determine what action to take. Reprinting 
previous editions of P— W can be done within the club. Publication of The Best 
of Pennv-Wise will probably require an outside publisher . This my require 
more complex negotiations. We will keep you informed of any decisions mde by 
the EAC board. 
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REPORT OF RBGICWaL EAC MEETING, NY-NJ SECTION 


Prank H. Stillinger 


The Garden State Numismatic Conventions in June have beccme a favored hunting 
ground for copper collectors. Consequently it has becane traditional to hold 
regional EAC meetings at that event. This year's meeting took place on Saturday, 
June 28, in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Those attending were as follows: 


James E. Creevey 
Peter P. Sepelya, Jr. 
George R. Ganter 
H. A. Silbenmn 
Michael Hartshome 
Craig McDonald 
R. K. Burke 
Jim Neiswinter 
Rod Widok 
James P. Creevey 
Ed Meister 
Enoch Blackwell 
J. Roger Persichilli 
Thomas S. Katman 
Robert B. Slobins 
Frank H. Stillinger 


John Darmanin 
Vincent U. jybnna 
Bette Jean Ganter 
Robert Miller, Sr. 
Jim Mace 
Becky McDonald 
Martin Oren 
Don Reigle 
Harry Colbom 
Joe Pecorino 
P. Scott Ri±)in 
Bob Yuell 
John Brown 
Jonathan Brown 
Robert Forte 
Darwin B. Palmer 


The main topic for discussion was the rarity scale, particularly as devised 
for, and applied to, early coppers. Specific points explored were the methods 
of assigning rarity numbers, changes in rarity with time, various apparent incon- 
sistencies in present values, and desirability of expanding and subdividing the 
rarity scale. Discussion was spirited on all points, but opinions typically were 
divided. In spite of the lack of consensus, participants seemed to enjoy the 
exchange of views. 

Two future meetings of the NY-NJ Section have been scheduled. They are: 

(1) Saturday, September 21, GENA Convention, Cherry Hill i^att Hotel, 

Cherry Hill, New Jersey; 

(2) Saturday, November 1, Grand Central Coin Convention, Omni Park Central 
Hotel in Manhattan. 

Both will begin at 12:30 p.m. 

************* 

REPORT OF WEST COAST EAC REGIONAL MEETING 
Dan Demeo 

The latest West Coast EAC Regional ffeeting was held in conjunction with the 
Long Beach Numismatic and Philatelic Ej^sition on June 6, 1986. The meeting was 
called to order by Phil Ralls, viiio asked the members present to introduce them- 
selves and state their collecting interests. 

The first topic of discussion was the National EAC Meeting held in Washington 
D.C. this past May. Those from the ^fest Coast who had attended had thoroughly 
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enjoyed themselves. The 1987 National lyteeting will be held in Dallas, with Los 
Angeles being the site for 1988. 

Walter Breen brought approximately 800 pages of printout canprisduig the text 
of his forthcoming volume on the 1793-1814 cents. He is currently waiting for 
mere pedigree/condition census data, vAiich is being corrpiled by Del Bland. 

Jack Robinson discussed his copper auction to be held in June, and reported 
that the next issue of CQR was delayed. 

A major topic of discussion was the auction of Robbie Brown's collection. 

Jack Collins, viio did the cataloguing, reported that this will be cpne of the most 
significant large cent sales ever. There are 1456 coins, every coin jtiotographed, 
with over 300 typed pages of descriptions and p^igrees. The collection is com- 
plete in Sheldon nijmbers, with many NC's, and virtually corrplete in the Newcomb 
series. There are a few other consignments, including Doug McHenry's turban head 
cents. 

The Grellman-Reiver late date attribution book was discussed. Except for the 
omission of proof -only varieties, the book was praised, particularly for its com- 
bination of drawings and detailed descriptions of the various die varieties and 
die states. 

EAC had been approached by the Long Beach show to present a program for the 
Youth Forum at a future show. People with ideas and/or volunteers should contact 
Phil Ralls. 

The next meeting of the West Coast EAC Region will take place at the Fall 
Long Beach Show on Friday evening, October 3, 1986, at 7:30 p.m. At that time, 
one of the major subjects of discussion will be a post-mortem of the Robbie Brown 
sale. 


************* 

EAC LIBRARY UPDATE 
Mabel Ann Wright 

The EAC Library has recently added the following items. Thanks to all v±io 

made donations . 

1. Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Collection of Large Cents, September 30, October 1, 1986, 
hardbound copy of auction catalog by Superior Galleries, fron Larry S. Goldberg. 

2. Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840-1857, Volume II 1849-1857, 
by Grellman and Reiver, from Bob Grellman. 

3. Official Price Guide to Mint Errors and Varieties, Third Edition, by Alan Herbert, 
fron the author. 

4. Rare Coin Investments — the Untold Story, by E. Pierre Fricke, from the author. 

5. America's Copper Coinage 1783-1857, Coinage of the Americas Conference at The 
American Numismatic Sociely, New York, November 30-Decomber 2, 1984, purchased 
from ANS. 

6. Die Varieties of the 1794 Large Cent, by George E. Ewing, Jr., slide set purchased 
from ANS. 

7. America's Copper Coinage 1783-1857, by Richard G. Doty, slide set purchased frem 
ANS. 


************* 
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NORTHERN VZ^EY CLUB ISSUES N.J, 200th ANNIVERSARY MEDAL 


John Rosengren 


The Northern Valley Coin Club of Demarest, NJ, recently struck a medal in 
honor of the 200th anniversary of New Jersey's minting of copper coins, to the tune 
of three million pieces during the years of 1786-1788. The New Jersey Legislature 
authorized the mintage on June 1, 1786, and the coinage was executed by Thomas 
Goadsby, Albion Cox and Walter Mould. 

The medal is patterned after the rare Maris 7-B with the date under the plow 
bar v\iiich sold for $52,000 at the Garrett Sale in 1980. The original coin was 
attributed to V^on of Birmingham, England. 

This coin was probably one of several patterns used as a prototype for the New 
Jersey copper series. 

The medal's obverse shows a horse and plow, representing the importance of 
agriculture in early New Jersey. Nova Caesarea (New Jersey) was the name given 
by the Duke of York viien he sold New Jersey. (The original island of Jersey had 
been "owned" by Caesar when the Romans occupied England, hence the Nova Caesarea.) 
The date is under the plow bar and the 1786-1986 indicates the 200th anniversary of 
this series of NJ Copper coins. 

The medal's reverse has an outlined shield and E. Pluribus Unum (one out of 
many) around the shield. This was the first use of this motto on a coin; it is now 
on the reverse of all U.S. coinage. N.V.C.C. indicates the Northern Valley Coin 
Club Viiiich issued the medal, and THE GARDEN STATE has been added to indicate that 
agriciiLture is still important in the economy of New Jersey. 

The medal was struck by the Pressed Metal Products Ltd. , of Vancouver, B.C. , 
Canada. It is 29 irtn. in diameter and was struck in copper (maximum mintage 1000) 
and in silver (maximum mintage 100) . The silver piece contains about one third of 
an ounce of .999 fine silver and is already sold out. 

Copper medals are still available at $3.50 each with a letter-size envelope 
with stairp and your address (SASE) . Each medal is accorrpanied by a printed card 
indicating the history of the original copper coin. Send requests to John H. 
Rosengren, 332 Eastside Avenue, Pddgewood, NJ 07450. 
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TALES OF A DIGGER -- IV: 

THE ATTACK OF THE HONEY DIPPERS 

Bob Jessen 


"The Mayor today announced additional restrictions on water use, as levels in 
upstate reservoirs fell to a new 20-year low of 46% of capacity..." 

The tube drones on: "all use of garden hoses, suspended..." I think I hear 

a collective groan from surrounding living rooms. "Now, we take you upstate vdiere 
our own Turk Broda is with the Mayor in his helicopter..." 

I hope there's enough water for lemonade. Darting from room to room, I've 
marshalled 'most all we'll need for tonight's game: cigars, 6-pack, scorecards, 

6-pack, batting helmet, 6-pack looks like we have everything but enough 6-packs. 

"We're over Big Wacabuc Reservoir. Looks pretty dry, your Honor..." 

The phone interrupts. lyteyer? Yeah, thing's are shaping up O.K. , except we 
only have 18 cans of beer. At the rate Gooden throws. . .v^at' s that? On the T.V. ? 

The camera in the 'copter is panning over mostly empty reservoir. There, on 
a newly-exposed islet, lines of rock mark an old farm site. 

"Meyer, it's the old Van Bumtole homestead." 

"I can see that, and so can everyone else. We either get out there tonight or 
forget it, and I don't want to hear about any ballgame or 18 wins or anything else. 
I'm on my way over." 

What can I say? IVteyer and I have been waiting and watching for this dig all 
drought long, and haven't been alone. We checked out the site just a week ago, 
and found it still covered by a foot of water. As started back, vdio should 
debouch from the bush but that nefarious duo. Swamp Rat and "Doctor" Dan. 

Swamp Rat chews on his cheroot: "Youze guys out fishin' or sumpthin'?" 

I light my pipe: "Sumpthin." 

He shoots a side glance at Dan, and then gazes at the light-colored patch of 
water 200 yards out: "Van Bumbles 'steaded out thar." 

"House dates from 1720, I hear tell." 

"Yep, I hear that too." 

"Youze doin' any shootin' lately?" 

"A mite." 

"Me and Doc found the old camp meetin' site out Ridgefield way — all kinds of 
Barber cerns cornin' up. Guess we'll be thar came Sunday." 

"I think we got a ballgame Saturday — eh, l^yer?" 
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"Sure as shootin, Stport. Meybe it'd be nice to get out the machines Sunday, 
head out to Ridgefield, and join these chaps." 

"We-uns'd be pleased to have you along.. izzat so. Doc?" 

"Otn. " 


Doc never has much to say. The pair of them are related scmehow, or at least 
they're from the same clan of Van Encks, hardscrabble farmers living up twisted 
hollows of the Taconic mountains, north of Bash-Bish. Generations of intermarriage 
have done little to increase the intelligence of the line. Dan and Rat, in fact, 
were the first to "graduate elementary school." They've been a team ever since — 
cutting WDod, baling hay, ice fishing, and as the suburbs have crept their way. 

Rat's taken to gardening, Dan to the woods for gourmet wild mushrooms. They get by. 

There's more jawin' about Ridgefield, but as we stare out over the water, we 
all know viiiere we'll be Saturday morning. 

"Well, vixen you fellas figger out your pleasure, leave word with Dan's Aunt 
Phoebe up to Amenia. You have her number. Sport?" 

"Yep." 

That was last weekend, and of course we never called, so they know what's afoot. 
The back door bangs: "Let's get rollin' Sport." 

"Relax, lyfeyer...! know for a fact Dan has to work late baling tonight." 

"Onmm. ..you sure?" 

"Yep, and viiat do you think, bring our head nets?" 

Meyer's face lights up: "I got mine — let's go." 

Meyer's lim-o-zeen chugs north, passing Croton River and Troutmen wielding 
willowy wands- "Geez, Sport; these hills are just crawlin' with Connecticut 
coppers . " 

"The only thing these hills are crawlin' with are copperheads, Chanp." 

Meyer persists. "No, I mean it. There were ten and a half zillion of 'em 
made. Mark itiy words, they're just hidin' in tough places." 

I glance bemusedly at my buddy all cxxrled up in the corner, pipe going a mile 
a minute; he's had a tough day, but now he's up for it. I maneuver our vehicle 
down a dusty dirt road and sidle up to a sign that states, among other things, 
entry by permit... for fishing only." Well, we have permits and rods, and from the 
looks of the pack board Meyer is wrestling with, just about everything else: fold- 

ing canvas buckets, Pac Rod, accordion jugs, a "Little Giant" smoker, metal detector, 
bed roll, a small electric sump pump, arxd other assorted equipment, all lashed into 
place - 

We move out to a splendid evening; the trees are alive with warblers moving 
south, wisps of clouds seen motionless in the sky. Our wood road dips down to a 
dry arm of the reservoir that normally sparkles with aqua, but now consists of 
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acres of cracked inud with Minto Brook trickling through. There's our isl^, about 
a mile off. Vfe smile and turn away; not just yet. The main event can wait another 
hour or so. We follow up the Minto ^ and in a few minutes are took in the woods 
again. Topping a small rise, jettison the packs and crouching, peer over a 
jumble of rocks. 

"Gqqz, Sport, itaybe we should let those gals cool off a bit. Thirty feet in 
front of us, an abandoned clapboard shack is alive with sound: at least forty 

thousand Italian honey bees have made one wall home, and a mess of 'em are airborne. 

"Neritz, I^yer. . .we'll get the "Little Giant" in action--teach 'em a few 
lessons. " 

We gear up, check each other's coveralls for holes, headnets over pith helmets, 
Italian cigars in the mouth slits; and advance on the shack. As usual, we're 
ignored until we gently pry loose the boards hiding the comb, suddenly there are 
acrid smoke and angry bees all over the place. We've been tapping this gum on the 
sly for two years now, and even though we only take thirty pounds or so every tteee 
months, these gals begrudge us every drop. Even with all our protective gear, it s 
still a mite unnerving, with thousands of wings beating against us, thousands of 
stingers probing for chinks in our armor . Fillet knives flash and slash. Rubber 
gloves are slick with pungent goldenrod honey and pieces of broken comb. What a 
sight Meyer is! — eyes big with excitCTient behind netting loaded with bees, stogie 
at full blast, stuffing comb into the wide-mouth accordion jugs. Ten minutes and 
we're done. This time we get off scot~free. Back to the Minto for a washup, and 
the jugs are stowed in the heretofore enpty pack basket. Time to sit a spell, and 
calm down. 

"I guess we just don't do this enough. Champ." 

"Aunt Phoebe works her hives with just a pair of gloves and looks half asleep 
most of the time," I allow. "Can't renenber her gettin' stung." 

"Well, that's it: she must sleep with 'em." 

"Damn if I will! Come on, Sport--let's get crackin." 

Back in the margin of woods, we rummage in the leaves and pull free an old 
cellar door, previously secreted for today. This gets dragged across the mud flats 
to the water's edge. As the sun dips behind Catamount Mountain, vMppoorwills chase 
sphinx moths through air as dry as the dust we're kicking up. Now two hundred feet 
of water is all that separates us from our objective. Packs and coveralls lashed 
to our iirprovised raft, vfs push it out. Meyer wades behind looking quite natty in 
a "Mr. Bill" T-shirt and red polka-dot boxers. My turn out is much the same, and 
we are soon up to our necks in Wacabuc water. 

"Didn't I see Jeff Chandler do this in 'Operation Burma'?" Meyer wants to 
know. "Or was it Randolph Scott in 'Gung Ifo'?" 

"So long as it doesn't becoire Charlton Heston in 'Wreck of the Mary Dere' I'm 
happy, Chanp." 

Shallows— then dry land. It's chilly now; quickly back into warm coveralls. 

Our desert island is four acres and oblong, crossed by a road flanked by stone walls. 
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In the center a rectangle of rocks is all that is left of vAiere Van Bumbles lived 
and died for 150 years. The few stones sitting on top of each other mark the old 
hearth site, ffeyer and I set our gear here. What was the backyard is now full of 
little teases — broken bits of Connecticut slipware, half a cobalt blue panelled 
soda dated 1841, then there at our feet, a four-foot square outline of brick: "A 

hundred and fifty years of sleepy Van Bumbles every morning came out to..." 

"I don't want to hear v\iiat they did, Meyer! Let's dig." 

He's already tossing debris all over the place. I go get him the shovel. Less 
than five minutes, and already the Chaitp is 2h feet down past the fill in a hole 
filling with water. The puirp is brought into play. As the hole errpties of water, 
IVteyer trades the shovel for trowel and hand cultivator. He is down into wiiat looks 
like peat moss. Antique do-do! All the 'throw' gets treated to the metal detector 
as it comes out of the hole. Brrrrring! "Whatcha got. Sport?" 

"Jew's harp; tongue rusted away." 

Meyer keeps going. Three feet. A smashed 'Success to the Railroad' flask. 
"Looks like a Wistar Bottle from the South Jersey Barrens," allows Meyer as he sadly 
hands me some pieces. Down almost four feet, and only broken bits of super bottles. 
NOW it's ny turn. Meyer, the Mudiian, comes topside. He's pungent, all right, and 
not from goldenrod honey! I'm down and dirty, scratching about, loading canvas 
buckets lowered by ]vfeyer. "Hey Sport, you missed this." He swishes something about 
in a bucket of clear water, then hands me a clay pipe bowl embossed 'Union Forever' 
around an American shield. My head laitp glints off some squa glass — our first whole 
bottle: 'Magic Mustang Hair Dye #2.' "Go get 'em. Sport." I do. Out comes a 

'Wheelers Teaberry Tooth Wash. ' Just what were these Van Bumbles up to, I muse, 
freeing a 'Dr. Mcltoin's Elixir of Opium. ' Past five feet — the hot spot peters out. 
We've been digging for two hours now and are at bottom. More fill, a few bricks, 
hello: vhat's this, wedged under a hunk of fieldstone? Careful — there's brick and 

rock on both sides, it can't be in one piece; I look up: there's Ifeyer's face 

framed by the moon. 

"Looks like a pint Conansey fruit jar, wedged in good and tight." 

"Need a hand. Sport? I can get it out." 

"That's all right, Chaitp; it'll come by and by." Meyer's all itchy. The air 
is foul. I undermine. It loosens. I can't free it yet, but I can turn it. "Say, 

I think it's in one piece and the top's in place and hey, it's got something in it!" 
Rfeyer lands on top of me. I give him some room. The extra light helps. A water 
gun cleans off the exposed glass. There's some cloth crumpled up inside. It rtoves 
a bit freer now, and it's heavy, I tell Meyer, and he almost chokes me. I loosen 
a brick and the jar tumbles into my hands. I give it to Meyer. The metal clasp 
holding the top in place crumbles away. Off comes the lid for the first time in 
a hundred years or more. Dry as dust, the cloth also crumbles away. There are at 
least two dozen large cents and a few half cents, too. Covered with goo, we do a 
two-stooge act climbing all over each other crawling out of the hole. 

Setting the jar aside, we fill up the hole in a few minutes, and gleefiolly 
juitp in the water. We're having a gas, wrestling and cleaning up, and then we 
remember the jar. A quarter hour after we'd freed her, the contents are spread out 
on a blanket under the stars ready for inspection. Twenty-eight great cents and 
four little half-sisters. We dust 'em off. Meyer counts seven Silly Heads. Even 
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in the dull golden light of the candle lantern, one doesn't look so silly to me. As 
a matter of fact, she looks positively plain, right down to her hair cords. I gently 
brush the date. "Ahoy, Chairp; better get those peepers checked — nine over sixl" 

We want to jurtp into the water again, but the sweat suits we're wearing are the 
only dry clothes we have left. We're also bushed. Time to settle back on our 
bedrolls. Meyer breaks out a pair of Primo Havana stogies he came by in Nova Scotia. 
Wfe examine our finds once more. The 1839/6 proves to be the only scarce item in the 
lot, but we don't care. In the moonlight they are all beauties. 

"Gee, \^hat a pil^, Chanp — not a holed specimen in the lot; no new recruits for 
your 'mutant batallion. ' " 

Meyer has a bad case of smile — it's just the ticket for a trip to the Land of 

Nod. 


Mcrning in spades. The giant fireball climbing above the trees already has 
us roasting in our beds. We prop ourselves up and are not surprised to see two 
figures picking their way through the boulders. 

"There's gonna be some powerfvil disappointed folks around here in a little 
while, Chanp." 

"Mmrnm." 


"They could have made enough here to keep 'em in bacon through the fall." 
"Mmrnm." 


They come to us slowly. Rat squints our way and nudges Dan. They've picked us 
out. They make their way to water's edge and just stand there, two of the saddest 
sacks I've ever seen. "Meyer " 

"I know. Sport. You want to give 'em the gum." 

"Yeah — if it's all the same to you." 

"Sure. Just lookit the pair of 'em." They chuck their gear and wade toward 
us. I guess they've spotted our goodies, and figure what's the use. 

"Mcrnin ' , fellas . " 

Rat puts his best face on. "Momin. Looks like you done powerful good." 

"Yep." We hand him bottles one by one. He regards the filled privy hole. 

"You-uns was midnight honey-dippin. " He can't help a faint smile. Dan is 
sniffing the air and looking at my pack basket. 

"Go ahead. Doc." He pulls out a ten pound jug of honey. "And you fellas got 
a gum, too! " 

"Yep. You're welcome to it." As we tell them where it is, their smiles 
become as golden as the honey we're all soon smearing on honemade Johnny cakes. 
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Says Dan: "Youze guys is Dukes for this." 

"Dukes?" I say; "Naah; just, well, itaybe Barons, vhaddya think, Chairp?" 
"I think you need a doctor; pass the cider. " 

************* 

EAC MEMBERSHIP DUES EXPIRATION CODE 



The computer mailing label used to forward 
your issues of PENNY-WISE to you contains your 
membership expiration code - the PENNY-WISE 
issue number through which your dues have been 
paid. 117 = November 15, 1986; 120 = May 15, 
1987, etc. 

When you notice that your dues are coming 
due or if you expect to be away at billing time, 
advance payment can be made. There is no pen- 
alty if your dues payment arrives early - 
your membership will be extended from the 
actual expiration date. Current renewals are 
$13.00 per year for 3rd Class mailing, $21.00 
per year for 1st Class mailing. Your voluntary 
early payment helps reduce EAC expenses and 
eases the administration time of your officers. 

Make checks payable to Early American 
Coppers, Inc., and mail to Rod Burress at EAC, 
P.O. Box 15782, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 


************* 
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BUYING AND SELLING AT A COIN SHOW 


William L. Weeks 


Buying and selling coins at coin shows is one of the most cartton activities 
shared by all collectors. The alternative is to buy through the mail; but, as 
indicated in many letters to the editors of numismatic publications, collectors 
often have difficulty doing business with coin dealers, and buying sight-unse^ 
seems to corrpound the difficulty. As a result, seme leave the hobby after being 
frustrated by a bad experience. Often, the dealer gets the brunt of the blame and, 
in turn, is labeled a "crook." However, through my experiences as a collector and 
a dealer, I have learned that the dealer isn't always at fault. Instead of being 
the perpetrator of a crime, often he is the victim of a collector's inability to 
conduct a feasible business transaction. With a better understanding of the coin 
market and a few guidelines to follow v^en buying or selling at a coin show, a 
collector can make his hobby more enjoyable and profitable. 

Collectors must first accept the fact that dealers are in business to make a 
profit. One of ray dealer friend's most coirmon statements is, "I didn't get these 
coins in change or at the bank." Regardless of the prices listed in "Trends" or 
the "Grey Sheet," dealers must sell for more than they pay. Occasionally dealers 
will pay more than "Grey Sheet" prices for a choice coin especially if they have a 
prospective customer. Also, prices may decline after a dealer purchases a collection 
forcing him to either hold the coins or sell them at a loss. These factors should 
be considered before accusing a dealer of overcharging. 

At rtost coin shows they attend, dealers buy more from each other than they do 
from the public. The transactions are much easier, and there is little haggling 
over prices and grades. However, vdien selling to a dealer, the collector can 
sinplify the process by following some guidelines adapted from a recent book: Dr. 

Donald Ragin' s Personal Guide to Rare Coin Investments. He listed them in the 
following order: 

1. Be prepared with your prices. Most dealers don't like to make offers. 

2. Be realistic with your prices. ]Xbny collectors price their coins at 
"Trends" or above and then drop them drastically. The plot is made to 
make the dealer think he is stealing the coins. But dealers resent 
this naive ploy. 

3. If you price your coins at "bid," don't just say, "I'll take 'bid' for 
it." Do you mean the bid price for Extra Fine, Very Fine, or What? 

4. Be terse with your transactions, and don't waste the dealer's time. 

This is an especially good idea if the bourse is busy. All expenses 
included, dealers may pay as much as $60 an hour for a table. 

5. Package your coins in holders v^toch allow easy access. Storing coins in 
paper envelopes is fine for keeping a collection, but taking each coin 
out and looking at it individually requires too much time. PVC holders 
are much better for teiiporarily housing coins for possible sale. 

As part of my experiences both as a dealer and collector, I have seen the above 
mistakes made many times and noted the frustration generated on both sides of the 
table. 
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Equally as frustxating as selling cx»ins/ many collectors experience problems 
viien buying at coin sixyws. Many of the problems encountered are a direct result of 
the present pricing structure in the coin market. For exairple, in the recent past 
dealers paid close to "Grey Sheet" bid prices and sold for a percentage above ask 
prices. However, today, practically every collector goes to his favorite coin show 
armed with a "Grey Sheet" expecting to buy below the vdiolesale price. Most dealers 
pay in the range of ten to twenty percent in back of bid for their purchases, and 
as a result, the prospective customer vdio expects to pay less than bid does not 
leave much room for profit. I have heard many dealers remark that viiat was v^ole- 
sale a few years ago, in reality is now retail. But, viiere does that leave the 
Redbook and the other retail pricing guides? In my experiences, I have found that 
dealers can only hope to realize full retail prices vdien selling extremely rare 
pieces . 

The present pricing structure does allow for an occasional bargain at less than 
the dealer bid price. One way is to become familiar with v^ich dealers pay the 
least for the coins they purchase. Jfany dealers own coin shops vdiich afford them 
the opportunity to purchase coins for prices well below the dealer bid price. Such 
dealers can afford to sell for less. Further bargains may be realized from dealers 
vdio specialize in buying "deals." A "deal" is, often, a dealer-to-dealer trans- 
action v^ich entails the purchase of a large group of coins at an average price 
well below the viiolesale level. In seme instances, the best coins in the lot may 
be sold for a good price viiich in turn will tend to lower the prices of the other 
coins included in the lot. 

Developing a sound business relationship with certain dealers may also result 
in better purchases for the collector. When choosing a dealer, look for several 
positive factors such as accurate grading, fair pricing, and courtesy. Sane ways 
to frustrate a good customer-dealer relationship include haggling over prices, 
coiplaining about grades, and criticizing a dealer's inventory. If a collector 
ignores these three factors often enough, he will develop an unenviable reputation, 
and subsequently my not be able to get a dealer to take him seriously. Paying an 
occasional "strong" price is better in the long nan than developing an adversarial 
relationship . 


************* 


BACK ISSUES OF PENNY-WISE AVAILABLE 


98 

Sept 15, 1983 

107 

Mar 15, 1985 

99 

Nov 15, 1983 

108 

May 15, 1985 

100 

Jan 15, 1984 

109 

July 15, 1985 

101 

lyfer 15, 1984 

110 

Sept 15, 1985 

102 

May 15, 1984 

111 

Nov 15, 1985 

103 

July 15, 1984 

112 

Jan 15, 1986 

104 

Sept 15, 1984 

113 

Mar 15, 1986 

105 

Nov 15, 1984 

114 

May 15, 1986 

106 

Jan 15, 1985 

115 

July 15, 1986 


The price for each issue is $1.75. Multiply the quantity ordered by $1.75 and 
then add $1.50 for shipment. Shipping is done by United Parcel Searvice, so you 
must furnish a street address for delivery. Make your check payable to EAC and 
fon^^ard to Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Tom DeLorey writes as follows: "I have just received the July 15 issue of Pemy- 

Wise, and I would like to ccunment on Jules Reiver's article on Christian Gobrecht. 
First, however, I would like to congratulate you on taking over the reins at 
Penny-Wise under extraordinary circumstances and doing an excellent job of main- 
HlnlngThe high standards of P-W. As a collector of information rather than 
coins I consider P-W to be one of the most valuable periodicals I receive, and 
I am relieved to know that it will continue. 

Anyways, in Jules' article on Christian Gobrecht and the Silly Head Cents, he 
states that Gobrecht was responsible for several changes in both the half dollar 
and the large cent in the period of 1836-1843, but that he could not have been 
responsible for the first significant change in the large cent since 1816 that 
occurred in 1835 as he was not yet at the Mint. 

I believe, and have stated so for several years now, that Gobrecht was respon- 
sible for the changes that were made in the large cent in 1835, and that the result 
should be recognized as a new type. In The U.S. Mint and Coinage by Don Taxay 
it will be found on pages 170-1 that Gobrecht was already doing work for the Mint 
as early as June 16, 1835, viien the outgoing Director of the Mint wrote to the 
Secretary of the Treasury asking for permission to hire Gobrecht as Second Engraver 
and referred to work already done. Taxay does attribute the new 1835 cent obverse 
to Kneass, but only in passing. 

However, the new profile introduced in 1835 is so similar to several varia- 
tions of it introduced by Gobrecht over the next few years that, in iry opinion , 
t±ds new profile must be attributed to Gobrecht. Just as James B. Longacre's 
artistic style can be traced through the several portraits sculpted by him over 
16 years, so can the same trend be seen through the numerous regular issue and 
pattern dies engraved by Gobrecht during his nine years at the Mint. 

In a related matter, I have always wondered why the head of 1839-43 is referred 
to as the "petite head" and the head of 1843-57 is referred to as the "mature head," 
viien the exact same punch was used to generate both. Only the rotation of the 
head on the master die and the hand finishing of the lower hair curls on the master 
die differentiate one from the other. Can anyone out there ej^lain the origin of 
these misleading terms? I can be reached at P.O. Box 1521, Evanston, IL 60204." 

Peter Smith writes as follows: "At the 1986 EAC Convention I said that I intended 

to have the "History of EAC" ready for publication in the Septa±>er 15 issue of 
P-W . I also said that I would like to use Herb Silberman's original Coin World ad 
as a cover illustration. Last week I finally located a copy of the ad and dis- 
covered that it was in the November 9, 1966, issue. This is later than viiat I had 
been told. I now am suggesting that it would be more appropriate for this history 
to appear in the November 15 issue. Others may want to write items that are appro- 
priate for this 20th anniversary, as well. 

I have gotten about 150 replies to rty survey on reprinting P-W and publishing 
"The Best of Penny-Wise." Most are in favor. Several vdio wouldn't buy the set of 
reprints irention that they have been members long enough to have the originals. 

I hope to have iry summary of the survey written in time for this issue." 
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MISCELLANEOUS "PENNY PERSONALS" 


DOC LAPP forwarded a letter from GEORGE EWING, indicating that George's article, 

"A Remembrance of Jean Castaing," had been selected as a Ifeath Literary Award 
winner among articles published in The Numismatist during calendar 1985. . .George 
credited Doc with giving him the early support and encouragement with his writing 
vAiich made this accomplishment possible. 

A number of EAC'ers were involved in feature roles in the recent ANA Convention; 
RON GUTH and RADFORD STEARNS both were on the Numismatic Theater schedule, Ron 
speaking on "The History of the Early U.S. Mint," Radford participating in the 
"Grading Seminar Panel Discussion"; WALTER BREEN provided "Answers to Your 
Questions on American Numismatics." Q. DAVID BCMERS, DENIS LORING, and ERIC P. 
NEWMAN each participated at the Authors' Table. 

CHUCK FURJANIC has taken a new position as Account Executive with Heritage Rare 
Coin Galleries of Dallas. 

LEE KUNTZ was featured speaker at the July meeting of the San Bernardino County 
Coin Club. His topic was "To Sink a Die." 

In a last minute call to the Editor, PIERRE FRICKE noted, "In my article on the 
A.N.A. show elseviiere in this issue, I neglected to mention a very pleasant hour 
spent with BOB MATTHEWS. Vfe sat and looked at each other's coins, including Bob's 
extensive array of half cents and large cents. Later in the show, he bought my 
1803 V.F. Bust half. Thanks, Bob." 

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST, 

We extend hearty congratulations on behalf of EAC to BOB GRELLMAN and JULES 
REIVER, for winning the Numismatic Literary Guild's award for the Best U.S. Coin 
Book of 1986. Their Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840-1857 , 
Volume I, 1840-1848, received the nod at the recently-completed A.N.A. show in 
Milwaukee. 


************* 

BIDDING REPRESENTATION AT THE ROBINSON S. BROWN, JR. SALE 

September 30 — October 1, 1986. 2h% commission on successful bids; no commission on 

unsuccessful bids. 

Jack Collins, Phone (213) 566-0033 
2840 Indiana Avenue 
South Gate, C\ 90280 

************* 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to s\±mit their ads for inclusion in this column. The first 
twelve lines are free. If yoxor ad exceeds 12 lines, the EAC Treasurer will bill 
you for your entire ad, based on a pro-rated scale. A full-page advertisonent is 
$60. Ads shoiiLd be limited to early American coppers or tokens. Deadline for 
copy to appear in the November issue is October 31. Copy should be sent to Harry 
Salyards, 606 N. Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

************* 


GEPRY CHARON C/0 Jyfaine Type Coins General Delivery Aurora, ME 04408 

Free price list: Large Cents, Half Cents, Colonials, Tokens, Indians. Rfeny are 

\^ilolesale or below. Send name and address to receive current list; serious 
inquiries only. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

************* 


JOEL SPINGARN 


39 Beeholm Rd. 


Sheldon - "Penny Whimsy" $35 
Newcomb - "U.S. Copper Cents 1816-57" $36 
Loring - "Varieties of U.S. L/C" $26 
Kessler - "The Fugio Cents" $15 
Cohen - "American Half Cents," 

2nd ed. $26 
Crosby - "Early Coins of America" $36 
Durst - "EAC Anthology" $36 
Diorst - "Comprehensive Guide to 

American Colonial Coinage" $15 
Breen - "Encyclopedia of U.S. Half 

Cents" $48 


W. Redding, CT 06896 

Maris - "Coins of N.J." $12 

Miller - "State Coinage of Conn." $20 
Nelson - "Coinage of Vto. Wood" $ 5 

F^der - "Colonial Coins of VT" $ 8 

Ryder - "Copper Coins of Ffess." $ 5 
Fuld - "Civil War Store Cards" $40 

Shipping charge $2 for first book, 50<J: 
for each additional book. Write for 
free list of large cents FOR SALE. 


* ************ 

PATRICK N TT .S ON NELSON-ROYCE-ABSHIRE Meadov^tlrook , PA 19046 


1 Corporate 

BUYING! BUYING! BUYING! 





Good 

VG 

Half 

Cents 

(1800-1808) 

$20.00 

$22.50 

Half 

Cents 

(1809-1835) 

15.00 

18.00 

Half 

Cents 

(1849-1857) 

20.00 

22.00 

Large Cents 

(1796-1807) 

14.00 

23.50 

Large Cents 

(1808-1814) 

20.00 

30.00 


Center 

BUYING! 

BUYING! 

(215) 

357-2228 

Fine 

VF 

EF 

AU 

MS-60 

$30.50 

$45.00 

$100.50 

$265.00 

ship 

20.75 

30.00 

45.00 

80.00 

$225.00 

30.00 

36.00 

50.50 

85.00 

225.00 

60.00 

170.00 

400.00 

ship 

ship 

65.00 

225.00 

500.00 

ship 

ship 


We buy ALL coins and collections - GUARANT FED highest prices paid - we will BEAT 
any legitimate offer! 


Member - ANA, ANS, RCDA, EAC. 


************* 


THOMAS KATMAN 


3 Saxony Drive 


Cinnaxtdnson, NJ 08077 


For Sale: Reprints of the famous Chapman sale of the Alvord Half Cent Collection, 

with 5 plates and prices realized. $10. 


************* 
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DAVE WHITING 


2614 Blossom Road 


West Palm Beach, EL 33406 


Wanted to bi:^: Hard Times Tokens, or trade for Large Cents. I especially need 

R3's to R8's, as I already have 120 different Low numbers. Send list and price 
desired, or I will offer a trade of equal value. Thanks! 

************* 

JERRY PETERSON 15079 Camell St. Whittier, CA 90603 

Specializing in Colonial Coins, if you are looking for RARE Colonials send for 
free price list, a small saitpling of iry stock. 

St. Patrick Farthing (Silver) problem free, A.N.A. papers CH-VF $1800.00 

1722 Hibernia Farthing, Mentioned in Walter Breen's Book on proof coins, ex 1976 

Park Sale XF scratch on reverse $1100 

Success Token small size Full Silvering AU $600.00 

Hibernia Pattern Farthing ORB & CROSS ZFinest known $2250.00 

1670 Five Sols plenty of mint luster CH-XF $1250.00 

Liberty and Security pienny dated 1795 VG poroias $1200.00 

************* 

ROBERT C. KRAET 205 N. Whitney Way Madison, WI 53705 

WASHED - WISCONSIN CIVIL WAR STORECARDS 

Copper lovers might have a few CWSC mixed in with their holdings. I am particularly 
interested in Wisconsin pieces and have an extensive Want List (available on 
request). Nearing retirement, I'd like to research the merchants. Any help in 
reducing the size of ray Want List appreciated. Let me know V\hat you have - will 
pay fair prices. Thanks! 

************* 

C. RICHARD VITALE 29 Carpathia Rd. Cranston, RI 02920 

A block-buster draped bust large cent for sale: 

1802 NC-2 R7 VF 20/25 Rediscovery. Second finest known, behind only the 
AU-50 in A.N.S. From B. Max IVtehl, Wayte Raymond holder. iVtedium-finely 
porous, almost smooth. Three quill pxaint hairline scratches, three l-3mm. 
ink spots on obverse from an errant school boy many years ago — not all that 
serious . 

Condition census, rare, finest available to collectors, and admittedly 
expensive — P.O.R. 


************* 

GARY A. TRUDGEN 3103 Chatham Road Endwell, NY 13760 

FDR SALE: 1788 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 12.2-C 

Mailed bust facing left. Illustrated in the Red Book at the top of page 40. 
Struck over a 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO copper. Grades FINE with respect to wear. 
Brown surfaces with no problars other than uniform light porosil^. The reverse 
is rtore strongly struck than the obverse. Rarity estimate is R4. Made at 
Machin's Mills from Benjamin Buell device puncheons. $40.00 

************* 
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DENIS LORING 


P.O. Box 363 


New York, NY 10101 


1793 

S-9 

G-5 

$475.00 


S-10 

G— 6 

550.00 

1794 

S-46 

25/12 

450.00 


S-55 

G-6 

85.00 

1796 

S-100 

G-4, unusually clean 

175.00 

1797 

S-133 

G-6 

125.00 


S-135 

VG-7 

75.00 

1798 

S-181 

VG-7 

50.00 

1831 

N-6 

VF-30 

55.00 

1847 

N-26 
* * * 

Just shy of MS-63 
********** 

300.00 


ALAN V. WEINBERG 23321 Aetna St. Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

I will pay top market price for super clean, problem-free, good color 1793 Chain 
cents of any variety, in conservatively-graded W-30 or better. I also want full- 
flan, undipped, well-centered and well-struck Massachusetts Oak or Pine Tree 
silver in conservatively graded EF-40 or better. And please remember my strong 
collecting interest in "Old West" Good-For trade tokens. I have paid well over 
$100 for many a scarce token, $10, $25, $50 for others. Let me know what you 
have; you may be surprised. No obligation. 


ED SARRAFIAN 9414 Nashville Morton Grove, IL 60053 

Wanted to buy: The following Vermont coppers in any grade: 

Ryder # 1, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39. 

Please write or ship with price desired. 

************* 


PIERRE FRICKE Box 1716 Round Rock, TX 78680 

Looking for Want Lists in the following series: Half Cents, Large Cents, and Bust 

Halves. Conservative grading and fair service. 


JERRY DZARA 


P.O. Box 35412 


Tucson, AZ 85740 


Wanted: 1796 electrotype half cent. Please describe and state price. 
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Greeley, 00 80631 


E. LARRY KNEE 1321 31 Avenue 


(303) 352-7991 


following big pennies are still available. See previous issue of P—W for prices 

1816 N-1, N-6; 1818 N-2, N-5, N-7, N-9, N-10; 1819 N-3, N-4; 1820 N-4, N-13; 1822 N-4 
N-11, N-12(VF35-$200); 1825 N-10; 1827 N-1, N-2(VF20-$45) , N-5(Fl5-$25) , N-9, N-10; 
1828 N-5 (VF30-$70) , N-12; 1829 N-8; 1830 N-4, N-5, N-10; 1831 N-1, N-2, N-3, N-6, 
N-7, N-12; 1833 N-3; 1834 N-1, N-2, N-3, N-4; 1836 N-1, N-3, N-4, N-6; 1837 N-3, N-4 
N-5, N-6, N-7, N-8, N-11, N-12, N-13; 1838 N-2, N-3, N-4I, N-4II, N-4III, N-41V, N-5 
N-6, N-7, N-8, N-9, N-10, N-IOLDS, N-11, N-13; 1839 N-3, N-5, N-9, N-11, N-14. 

Take 5% discount. Thank you. 


************* 


GEORGE K. PRETSCH 16 Bryn Mawr Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Office Phone: 716-436-8982 Home Phone: 716-247-7029 

New Jersey - Maris 68-w. VF+/EF. Finest known. Glossy brown surfaces. Minor 

obverse marks, tiny reverse clip. Discovered in an 
old time upstate New York coin dealers collection in 
1981. Photo, $1,350. 

New Jersey - Maris 65-U. VF/VF+. Condition census. On broad brown planchet with 

fiiLl obyerse and reverse denticles. Not quite as sharp 
as the Garrett piece, but without the problems. Photo. 
$575. 

************* 


DENNIS RYNES Box 8203 Grand Rapids, MI 49508 (616) 455-4254 


Oak Tree Shilling, Noe-14, VF-30 $2400. 

Pine Tree Shilling, Noe-9, VF-35 1925. 

(1650) St. Patrick farthing. Fine 145. 

(1650) St. Patrick halfpenny. Fine 240. 

Pitt token halfpenny, with silvering, VF 475. 

1762-BB French colonies sou marque, AU 240. 

1785 Connecticut M.4.4-C, VF, very dark brown 220. 

1787 Connecticut M.4-L, horned bust, VF 150. 

1787 New Jersey 6-D, F/W , usual buckled obverse 100. 

1788 New Jersey 50-f, head left, VG-10 350. 


R. WILLIAMS 


504 N. Salem Dr. 


Schaumburg, IL 60194 


1797 

S-120b, 

, VG-10 

1800/79 

S-196, 

VG 

1801 

S-224, 

G-6 

1802 

S-230, 

G-6 

1802 

S-239, 

VG 

1803 

S-256, 

Fine 

1805 

S-267, 

G-6 

1808 

S-277, 

VG-10 

1810 

S-285, 

G— 6 

1810/9 

S-281, 

VG 


$60.00 

1810 

42.00 

1811/0 

20.00 

1816 

23.00 

1817 

25.00 

1818 

70.00 

1819 

25.00 

1822 

45.00 

1825 

24.00 

1827 

38.50 

1837 

* * * * 

****** 


S-283, Fine 

$80.00 

S-286, Good 

53.00 

N-8, VG 

12.00 

N-11, VG 

9.00 

N-7, VG 

9.00 

N-8, VG 

10.00 

N-10, G-6 

7.50 

N-6, VG-10 

13.00 

N-11, VG-10 

12.00 

N-10, VF 

23.00 


- 250 - 


XX/1 16 


JIM LONG 


JEL COINS 

Box 

3003 


Baltimore, MD 

1793 

S-3 

AG 

R-3 

$ 850. 

1795 

S-78 

VG 

R-1 

$125. 

1793 

S-3 

G 

R-3 

1100. 

1795 

S-78 

VF 

R-1 

250. 

1793 

S-4 

G 

R-4 

1100. 

1796 

S-81 

G 

R-3 

95. 

1793 

S-4 

G 

R-4 

1600. 

1796 

S-8 2 

G 

R-4 

100. 

1793 

S-6 

AG 

R-3 

350. 

1796 

S-83 

G 

R-5 

140. 

1793 

S-8 

G 

R-3 

475. 

1796 

S-84 

G 

R-3 

75. 

1793 

S-8 

G 

R-3 

600. 

1796 

S-86 

G 

R-5 

125. 

1793 

S-9 

VG 

R-2 

850. 

1796 

S-87 

G 

R-3 

85. 

1793 

S-10 

FINE 

R-4 

900. 

1796 

S-93 

VG 

R-3 

100. 

1793 

S-llc 

G 

R-3 

625. 

1796 

S-97 

VG 

R-3 

90. 

1793 

S-llc 

VG 

R-3 

650. 

1796 

S-98 

G 

R-4 

50. 

1793 

S-13 

VG 

R-4 

1600. 

1796 

S-101 

AG 

R-5 

100. 

1794 

S-18b 

FAIR 

R-4 

150. 

1796 

S-102 

AG 

R-4 

60. 

1794 

S-18b 

G 

R-4 

300. 

1796 

S-103 

VG 

R-4 

310. 

1794 

S-19b 

VG 

R-4 

500. 

1796 

S-104 

VG 

R-3 

125. 

1794 

S-20 

G 

R-4 

300. 

1796 

S-105 

AG 

R-6 

170. 

1794 

S-22 

VG 

R-1 

no. 

1796 

S-106 

AG 

R-5 

70. 

1794 

S-27 

FAIR 

R-6 

150. 

1796 

S-108 

G 

R-3 

75. 

1794 

S-27 

AG 

R-6 

325. 

1796 

S-109 

AG 

R-3 

40. 

1794 

S-28 

G 

R-3 

90. 

1796 

S-110 

AG 

R-2 

40. 

1794 

S-28 

AG 

R-3 

60. 

1796 

S-110 

VG 

R-2 

100. 

1794 

S-31 

VF 

R-1 

300. 

1796 

S-lll 

VG 

R-5 

65. 

1794 

S-32 

VG 

R-3 

no. 

1796 

S-112 

VG 

R-5 

275. 

1794 

S-38 

BS-1 

R-5 

100. 

1796 

S-115 

G 

R-4 

90. 

1794 

S-43 

G 

R-3 

80. 

1796 

S-116 

AG 

R-5 

105. 

1794 

S-44 

G 

R-1 

90. 

1797 

S-120A 

FINE 

R-4 

100. 

1794 

S-44 

FINE 

R-1 

120. 

1797 

S-120b 

VF 

R-2 

175. 

1794 

S-47 

FINE 

R-4 

300. 

1797 

S-121b 

FINE 

R-3 

no. 

1794 

S-4 9 

VF 

R-2 

525. 

1797 

S-128 

VG 

R-3 

85. 

1794 

S-50 

AG 

R-5 

300. 

1797 

S-131 

G 

R-3 

35. 

1794 

S-50 

AG 

R-5 

325. 

1797 

S-134 

AG 

R-4 

30. 

1794 

S-51 

AG 

R-5 

100. 

1797 

S-136 

VG 

R-3 

50. 

1794 

S-51 

VF 

R-5 

800. 

1797 

S-138 

VG 

R-1 

30. 

1794 

S-57 

G 

R-1 

85. 

1798 

S-145 

G 

R-3 

40. 

1794 

S-57 

FINE 

R-1 

350. 

1798 

S-146 

G 

R-5 

90. 

1794 

S-58 

FINE 

R-3 

175. 

1798 

S-147 

AG 

R-5 

60. 

1794 

S-60 

FINE 

R-3 

200. 

1798 

S-152 

G 

R-2 

40. 

1794 

S-63 

VG 

R-3 

no. 

1798 

S-152 

FINE 

R-2 

80. 

1794 

S-64 

AG 

R-5 

no. 

1798 

S-154 

VG 

R-4 

60. 

1794 

S-65 

VG 

R-1 

120. 

1798 

S-155 

VG 

R-3 

90. 

1794 

S-65 

XF 

R-1 

900. 

1798 

S-155 

FINE 

R-3 

200. 

1794 

S-66 

FAIR 

R-6 

390. 

1798 

S-157 

VG 

R-2 

60. 

1794 

S-67 

G 

R-3 

90. 

1798 

S-158 

G 

R-4 

40. 

1794 

S-71 

VG 

R-1 

100. 

1798 

S-159 

VG 

R-4 

60. 

1794 

S-71 

FINE 

R-2 

175. 

1798 

S-161 

G 

R-2 

40. 

1795 

S-74 

G 

R-4 

95. 

1798 

S-162 

G 

R-4 

30. 

1795 

S-74 

VG 

R-4 

120. 

1798 

S-164 

G 

R-4 

40. 

1795 

S-75 

G 

R-2 

85. 

1798 

S-165 

VG 

R-4 

no. 

1795 

S-75 

VG 

R-2 

150. 

1798 

S-166 

VF 

R-1 

200. 

1795 

S-76b 

VG 

R-1 

120. 

1798 

S-166 

XF 

R-1 

325. 

1795 

S-76b 

G 

R-1 

65. 

1798 

S-169 

FINE 

R-5 

325. 

1795 

S-77 

G 

R-4 

95. 

1798 

S-173 

G 

R-2 

30. 

1795 

S-78 

G 

R-1 

85. 

1798 

S-174 

FINE 

R-2 

65. 
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1798 

S-176 

FINE 

R-5 

$150. 

1803 

S-265 

G 

R-4 

$ 40. 

1798 

S-177 

G 

R-5 

no. 

1804 

S-266 

FAIR 

R-3 

no. 

1798 

S-181 

FINE 

R-4 

175. 

1804 

S-266 

AG 

R-3 

165. 

1799 

S-189 

AG 

R-2 

200. 

1804 

S-266 

G 

R-3 

300. 

1800 

S-191 

VG 

R-2 

40. 

1805 

S-267 

XF 

R-1 

400. 

1800 

S-194 

FINE 

R-3 

100. 

1805 

S-268 

VF 

R-3 

100. 

1800 

S-196 

G 

R-1 

30. 

1805 

S-269 

G 

R-1 

25. 

1800 

S-197 

VG 

R-1 

30. 

1807 

S-271 

VF 

R-1 

150. 

1800 

S-200 

VG 

R-3 

40. 

1807 

S-273 

VG 

R-1 

35. 

1800 

S-203 

FINE 

R-3 

150. 

1807 

S-275 

VF 

R-4 

225. 

1800 

S-205 

VG 

R-4 

70. 

1816 

N-8 

VF 

R-1 

40. 

1800 

S-207 

VG 

R-4 

70. 

1817 

N-9 

VF 

R-2 

40. 

1800 

S-207 

VF 

R-4 

300. 

1817 

N-13 

XF 

R-1 

55. 

1800 

S-208 

VG 

R-3 

60. 

1817 

N-15 

VG 

R-4 

18. 

1800 

S-211 

G 

R-3 

35. 

1818 

N-7 

VF 

R-1 

40. 

1800 

S-214 

FINE 

R-4 

100. 

1819 

N-7 

VF 

R-4 

100. 

1801 

S-219 

G 

R-2 

30. 

1820 

N-1 

VF 

R-1 

35. 

1801 

S-220 

G 

R-3 

30. 

1820 

N-10 

VF 

R-2 

30. 

1801 

S-220 

FINE 

R-3 

100. 

1820 

N-13 

XF 

R-1 

60. 

1801 

S-221 

VG 

R-3 

75. 

1821 

N-2 

VF 

R-1 

200. 

1801 

S-222 

VF 

R-1 

275. 

1822 

N-1 

G 

R-4 

20. 

1802 

S-225 

VF 

R-3 

100. 

1822 

N-3 

FINE 

R-2 

20. 

1802 

S-227 

FINE 

R-3 

90. 

1822 

N-10 

VF 

R-1 

80. 

1802 

S-228 

FINE 

R-2 

90. 

1822 

N-12 

G 

R-4 

20. 

1802 

S-228 

VF 

R-2 

175. 

1822 

N-13 

G 

R-6 

550. 

1802 

S-231 

FINE 

R-1 

75. 

1823 

N-1 

G 

R-2 

20. 

1802 

S-231 

XF 

R-1 

400. 

1823 

N-2 

VF 

R-2 

225. 

1802 

S-234 

FINE 

R-4 

100. 

1825 

N-1 

VG 

R-4 

25. 

1802 

S-236 

VG 

R-1 

35. 

1827 

N-1 

VF 

R-1 

100. 

1802 

S-237 

XF 

R-2 

375. 

1827 

N-6 

G 

R-4 

10. 

1802 

S-238 

VG 

R-5 

50. 

1827 

N-8 

VF 

R-4 

75. 

1802 

S-240 

AG 

R-4 

25. 

1827 

N-10 

VG 

R-5 

300. 

1802 

S-240 

VG 

R-4 

125. 

1828 

N-4 

G 

R-5 

70. 

1802 

S-241 

VF 

R-1 

150. 

1828 

N-4 

FINE 

R-5 

290. 

1802 

S-242 

FINE 

R-3 

75. 

1828 

N-10 

VF 

R-2 

75. 

1803 

S-243 

G 

R-3 

25. 

1828 

N-12 

FINE 

R-5 

160. 

1803 

S-243 

VF 

R-3 

175. 

1830 

N-8 

VF 

R-1 

75. 

1803 

S-244 

VG 

R-4 

40. 

1831 

N-1 

VF 

R-1 

85. 

1803 

S-246 

VG 

R-4 

60. 

1831 

N-12/3 

FINE 

R-2 

225. 

1803 

S-254 

VF 

R-1 

85. 

1831 

N-14 

G 

R-5 

35. 

1803 

S-255 

VF 

R-1 

120. 

1833 

N-5 

VF 

R-1 

75. 

1803 

S-255 

XF 

R-1 

300. 

1833 

N-6 

VF 

R-1 

50. 

1803 

S-258 

VF 

R-1 

150. 

1834 

N-1 

VF 

R-1 

65. 

1803 

S-259 

G 

R-4 

25. 

1835 

N-6 

VF 

R-1 

90. 

1803 

S-261 

VF 

R-1 

125. 

1835 

N-13 

VG 

R-4 

30. 

1803 

S-263 

VG 

R-3 

30. 







1. 30 day return privilege for any reason. 

2. Personal checks OK. 

3. $2.00 extra for postage if order is under $100. 

4. Telephone orders, etc. may be made by calling 301-247-3447. 


************* 
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XX/116 


ROD BURRESS 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


250 sheets $2.25 
$2.50 

$7.50 per 1,000 
$ 2.00 


FOR SALE: 

JDW series on 1816-1839 cents photocopied frcm 1976-77 
Penny-Wise issues Approx. 280 pages $16.00 
#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6.00 each 
Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1,000 sheets $6.00 
Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden stick Q-tips $4.00 per 500 
Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2x2 coin envelopes colors WEilTE or GRAY 
Box of 500 $7.40 Specify color desired. Send SASE for sample. 

Sulfur ointment 10% 1+ oz. jar $2.20 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring 33 pgs. $2.75 

Attribution guides for IVfetron Head Cents 1816-35 37 pgs. $3.00 

Add $1.65 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must give a street 
address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 

WRITE FOR FREE PRICE LIST OF LARGE CENTS FOR SALE. 

Errphasis on coppers with nice color and surfaces. Mostly in the $10 to $60 price 
range. lyfeny choice Matron Head Cents. 

************* 


LEO SHANE 1130 Woods Lane 

For sale or trade, I have the following: 


Warminster, PA 18974 


1828 half cent, 13 stars, VF-XF 

1814 S-294, XF-AU, imiformly porous but sharply struck and attractive 
1814 S-294, F-VF, finely porous but also sharply struck and nice 

I need 1810 S-281, XF, nice color and planchet, all nicer grade colonials in the 
$100 to $500 price range. 

************* 


DR. WALLACE LEE 
Half Cents for sale: 


Suite 210, Sunmit Place 


Pontiac, MI 48053 


1793 

C-1 G-4 

$600. 

1800 

C-1 

AU-55 

$800. 

1794 

C-3a VF-20 

$2250. 

1802 

C-2 

F-12 

$850. 

Condition Census coin. 

scratches 

on cheek. 

1794 

C-4a VF-20 

$550. 

1803 

C-1 or C-3, 

VG $30. each 

1795 

C-6a G-4 

$150. 

1835 

C-1 

MS-63 

$550. 

1797 

C-3b F-15 

$1525. 

1835 

C-1 

MS-65 

$975. 


full mint red. 


************* 
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JIM McGUIGAN 


Box 133 


N. Versailles, PA 15137 


Recent aoguisitions for sale ; 

1793 wreath cent, S-8, VF-35 $4750. 
1793 wreath cent, S-9, EF-40 $6000. 
1793 wreath cent, S-lla, EF-45 $6750. 
1800/179 cent, S-194, MS-63 $4500. 


All of the above coins have choice color and surfaces. 


Show schedule: Long Beach Oct. 1-4; MMSIA, Philadelphia Oct. 16-18; 

Pittsburgh Nov. 8-9; Michigan State Nov. 28-30. 

Auction representation: I attend most of the major coin auctions and, for a 

modest fee, will execute bids on itans of interest. 

Price list: Send me your name and address if you would like to receive a copy 

of iny latest price list. 

************* 

TOM REYNOLDS P.O. Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 (402) 895-3065 


1817 

N8 

R1 

10 

26 

Mouse on head. Medium Brown. Choice. 


1818 

NIO 

Rl 

60 

375 

Brown with faded red. CartvAieel. Randall 
coin. Very nice. 

hoard 

1820/19 

N2 

R2+ 

10/12 

18 

Medium brown with smooth surfaces. 


1834 

N6 

R3 

10 

40 

LD/LS/LL. Brown and smooth. 


1836 

N7 

R4 

15 

55 

Tan and smooth. Choice. 


1837 

N15 

R4 

20 

35 

Tan and smooth. Two tiny rim bruises. 


1838 

N3 

R2 

45 

160 

Late die state. Tan with choice surfaces, 
nick on shoulder. 

Tiny 

1839 

N13 

R3 

12 

18 

Booby head. Brown and smooth. 


Send name and 

address to 

receive free monthly price lists. 



************* 


CPIUCK FURJANIC C/0 Heritage Rare Coin 311 Market St. Dallas, TX 75202 

1722 Woods Hibernia halfpenny, harp left, glossy brown true MS-60 $750. 

Castorland medal, silver, original proof, AU 55/55 $2250. 

************* 


DR. HENRY SIDUFFER 


Half Cents 


1794 

C-la, VF 

$575 

1794 

C-4, VF 

$325 

1797 

C-1, F 

$175 

1808/7 

C-2, VF 

$395 

1811 

C-1, VG 

$175 

1857 

AU 

$135 


P.O. Box 203 Lancaster, PA 17603 

Large Cents 

1794 S-28, rough but most detail there $55. 

1794 S-51, sharpness VF-20, overall VG-F, 

nice $785. 

1801 S-213, sharpness of VF+, edge retooled, 

attractive $215. 

1801 S-221, sharpness F-VF, overall VG-F, 

attractive $195. 

1823 Regular date, F $115. 


************* 
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TOM THOMPSON 


2608 Hilton St. 


Union City, CA 94587 


LARGE CENTS 


1794 

S-28 

STE^ANGE COIN! FAINT TRACE OF DATE BUT STRONG 
LIBERTY & HAIR. MOUNTED ON REVERSE? 

1794 

S-63 

G4/F2 R-3 

1794 

S-69 

VG8/BS1 "ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR" EDGE 

1794 

S-71 

VG8 SOME POROSITY, STILL ATTRACTIVE 


$ 40 

76 
72 
140 


INDIAN CENTS - 1857 THRU 1909S COMPLETE, G TO XF 


1200 


POSTAGE AND INSURANCE INCLUDED. 


************* 


JOSEPH lOMASKO 


P.O. Box 388386 


Chicago, IL 60638 


1794 

S-69 

G— 5 

$120.00 

1795 

S-75 

G— 6 

125.00 

1796 

S-87 

G— 5 

120.00 

1797 

S-126 

VG-10 

135.00 

1798 

S-157 

G-5 

60.00 

1798 

S-170 

VG-7 

45.00 

1798 

S-175 

G-5 

65.00 

1798 

S-179 

F-15 

120.00 

1798 

S-185 

VG-8 

70.00 

1800 

S-191 

VG-7 

45.00 


1800 

S-194 

G-6 

$ 30.00 

1800 

S-200 

G-4 

45.00 

1800 

S-207 

G— 6 

35.00 

1800 

S-208 

VG-7 

110.00 

1800 

S-209 

G-6 

27.00 

1801 

S-213 

VG-8 

30.00 

1801 

S-214 

VG-7 

55.00 

1801 

S-221 

VG-8 

37.00 

1803 

S-259 

G— 4 

30.00 

1817 

N-93a 

VG-10 

35.00 


************* 


BOB GRELLMAN 6733 Post Oak Lane Mantgomery, AL 36117 

Volume II of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents is ready for 
delivery. This volume is larger than Volume I (248 pages versus 196) and includes 
a wealth of new infontation concerning the cents of 1849-57. Price is $37.50 per 
copy delivered; satisfaction is guaranteed. Send orders to above address. 

************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER 1111 Amy Navy Drive Arlington, VA 22202 (703) 979-1942 


1794 S-18B, VG-10, Hays Plate Coin, Van Cleave Sale 

1798/7 S-151, VF-30, condition census 

1804 S-266a, perfect dies, F-12, ex-Lauder Collection 

1816 N-1, R5, VF-20, proof like brown, some pits 

1822 N-2, R3, F-15, golden brown 

1831 N-14, R5, VG-7 

1830 N-6, R4, VG-10, clean & lovely, looks almost Fine 

1837 N-4, R3, EF-40, clean brown PHC, LL 

1838 N-6, Rl, VF-20, curious filled die with weak "1" in date, 

appears as "83 8 "-examined by Jack Robinson 
1839/6 R4, nice VG, brown, state I 

1855 N-10, 12-star, MS-60 blazer, green spot on reverse 

1857 N-4, VF-20, brown, clean, light rim nicks 


$1700.00 

2000.00 

925.00 

325.00 

30.00 

85.00 

80.00 

70.00 

75.00 

195.00 

450.00 

35.00 


Add $2 postage on orders under $100. Send for free price list. 


************* 
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American Half Cents 


Ihe Little Half Sisters 
by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


The definitive text of Half Cents for both beginner and advanced collectors. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: -Certified Public Accountant 

-Historian 

-Collector of U.S. copper coins for 38 years 
-Specialist in Half Cents 


ABOUT THE BOOK: -Clear 

-Concise 

-Succinct 


FEATURING: 

-The accepted numbering system for variety identification 

-All photos are condition census coins - NO COMPOSITES 

-Enlarged photos of both the obverse and reverse 

-Realistic rarity evaluations for each variety 

-Sections on "The History of Half Cent Collecting" and 
"The Art of Acquiring Half Cents" 

-Proofs - a new, realistic approach to time of issue, not merely listed 
in date order 

A quality book with discipline and scholarship, to be read, studied and enjoyed 


PRICE $35.00 

AVAILABLE FROM MDST BOOK DEALERS 
or 

THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


Harry Edelman 
111-37 Lefferts Blvd. 

P.O. Box 140 

South Ozone Park, NY 11420 


Scott-Edelman Supply Co. 

631 S. Pahn 

UNITC 

La Habra, CA 90631 
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A Fffrf GOPPEiS FROM MRG ; 


HALF-GBWf 

1810 MS .63 Sx Brand, Johnson, Anderson- Dupont, TAD $3500 

1829 MS 63 $1100 


liny mark on shoulder and reverse rim. Planchet flakes and cracks in obverse 
denticles at 12:00. Lustrous red in protected areas; lustrous to glossy 
brown with underlying red elsewhere. Discoloration spot between 10th and 
11th stars. Stars 8 to 13 slightly weak; elsewhere well defined. 

1853 MS 63 (ANAGS 63/63, Oct 85) $1000 

Few tiny marks. Lustrous red in protected areas; glossy brown elsewhere. 

Few tiny carbon spots. Denticles, most stars and a few leaf clusters weak. 

ONE-GENT 

179^ AU 55# S-21, Ex Mathewson, Copley Coin Go, Paschal. $5750 

1850 MS 65 (ANAG3 65/65, Oct 85) $2250 

Very few tiny marks. Lustrous red in protected areas; lustrous to glossy 

deep red and light brown elsewhere. Few tiny carbon flecks. Denticles 
and stars weak. 

1852 MS 63 ..$650 

Very tiny mark on cheek, neck, between 7th and 8th stars and on rims. Die 
scratch on neck. Lustrous red in protected areas; lustrous to glossy deep 
red and light brown elsewhere. Fevr carbon flecks, especially in obverse. 
Obverse denticles weak. Close to MS 65. 

1853 MS 63 (ANAGS 63/63, Jul 84) . . $525 

'liny marks on ribbon bow and rims. Lustrous to glossy deep red-brown in 
obverse; glossy sea-green, olive and brown in reverse. Few carbon spots. 
Stars slightly weak. 

1353 M3 63 (ANAGS 63/63, Jul 34) $475 

liny mark below eye ; few others on rims . Lint marks and flakes around 

eye and in reverse field. Lustrous red in protected areas; glossy deep brown 

elsewhere. Reverse weak due to deteriorated dies. Stars slightly weak. 

1854 MS 63 (ANAGS 63/63, Jul 84) $500 

Very tiny mark on cheek; few others elsewhere. Rim indentation at 8:30 in 
obverse and coinresponding part in reverse. Die break from rim at 9 - 00 , 
through top of Liberty's head, and to rim at 2:30. Lustrous red in pro- 
tected areas of obverse; glossy brown elsewhere. Most stars weak. 

1855 MS 63, N-10 (12 star subvariety) $500 

Tiny marks on rims, obverse field and elsewhere. 'liny planchet flakes in 
obverse field. Glossy deep brown with tinges of red. Few carbon flecks, 
especially in reverse field. From Bowers and Ikiddy "Fairfield" sale, Oct 
77 (Lot 1010). 

1855 MS 65 $3000 

Few very tiny marks, mostly confined to rim and edges. Lint marks vicini- 
ty date and stars 1 and 2. Fully lustrous red, except exposed areas of 
obverse toned deep red to light brown. Few tiny carbon flecks. Denticles 
vicinity 11:00 in obverse and corresponding part of reverse and stars 4 to 
8 slightly weak. The reverse is almost perfection in a late date copper. 

NOTE: Thirty day return privilege from date of invoice. Checks must clear 
before coins are mailed. Approval service with adequate references. Cali- 
fornia residents must add sales tax for orders under $1,000. 

MONTEREY RARE COINS 

P.O. Box 1102 
Castroville, CA 95012-1102 
(408) 633-2999 
Member; ATIA EAC LSCC 
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"The Finest Catalogue 
Ever Produced On This Series^' 

—Walter Breen 


The Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 
Collection of Large Cents 

1793-1857 

to be sold at auction 

September 30, October 1, 1986 

at Le Bel Age Hotel 

1456 Large Cents * 28 Non-Collectibles • Dozens of Proofs 

Value of Sale: $1,500,000.00 

The most meticulously written descriptions and pedigrees ever incorporated into an auction 
catalogue. Every coin is photographed. The most complete collection ever sold 
at auction, including every Sheldon number and lacking only a few Newcomb numbers. 

This catalogue has taken almost a full year to produce and will be 
the definitive reference catalogue on Large Cents for decades. 

There is a considerable amount of information never before published. 


Catalogue Prices: 

Regular Softbound $15.00 

Hardbound Edition $40.00 

(Available shortly after sale) 

Special Deluxe Hardbound $175.00 


(Available shortly after sale). With 40+ photographic plate pages 
(‘after October 1, 1986 price will be $250.00, if still available) 

Catalogued by Jack Collins 
SUPERIOR GALLERIES 

California Auction Company License Number 122 
Mark Goldberg • License Number 106 

Ira Goldberg • License Number 123 3™™X«»fissio«,'N 

Superior Galleries Goldbergs 

A Division of Superior Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 
9301 Wilshire Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, California 90210-5499 
Telephone: (213) 278-9740; 203-9855 

Effective September 1, 1986, our new location: 

9478 West Olympic Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, California 90212-4236 



The Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 
Collection of Large Cents 

CATALOGUE ORDER FORM 

Please send me the following catalogues: 

Qty. Total 

Regular Softbound @ $15.00 

Hardbound Edition @ $40.00 

(available shortly after sale) 

Special Deluxe Hardbound @ $175.00 

(available shortly after sale) 

1 Yr. Numismatic Subscription-$30.00 

($70+ value) 

□ Check enclosed. Total 

Charge to; □ MasterCard □ Visa □ American Express □ Diners Club 

Account # — Exp. Date 

Signature — 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Send orders to: SUPERIOR GALLERIES 
9301 Wilshire Boulevard 
Beverly Hills, California 90210*5499 
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1? VA/f 

^ Victor- McCawley (405) 258-0681 

PO, Box 406 • Chandler, Oklahoma 74834 

We^ have just con relucted another Copper auction and again want to thank 
all of you who participate in our sales. Our next -fixed price list will 
not come out until after the Robh;)ie Brown 'Sale. We do however present 
a group of new material for your consi derati on below. We hope to have the 
next CDR out before the sale. Call Jack with any suggestions or comments. 

Regarding the R.B.B. sale we are happy to discuss any lot in the sale 
and to exxecute bids for those d€?siring that service. Our commisssion for 
this sale? only is 3 "a. Our opinions are free which may or may not prove to 
be a bargain. The auction is bound to provide plenty of surprises! In any 
c:. a S;> e -f e e 1 -f r e e t o c a 1 1 J 3 c k: o r C..- hi r i s t o d i s c u s s a n y a s p e c t o f t h e sal e 
we will be happy to talk to you. The catalog of the Robbie Brown saie? 

IE an absolute masterpiece and will be an i ndi spensi bl e reference for 
years to come. We strongly rec comend that all EACers order a copy from 
Superior even if the^y have no intention of bidding in the? sale. 

The seicond 'v'olume? erf the Grel 1 man /F-<e?i ve?r book on late? datees is now 
available for delivery. The book covers all varieties from 1849--1B57 
at T37.50 it is a must for any serious collector. 


13 e 1 o w a r e? 1 i s t e d 3 f e? w o f o u t'- n e? w e r p u r c h a s e? s . W e h a v e? m a n y , m a n y m o r e 
coins in stock. Please call if you don't see what you are looking for. As 
a 1 w a y e.i. a 1 1 c o i n s a r e g u a r a n t e e d a s t o a c c u r a t e a 1 1 r i b u t i o n and g r a d i ri g , 
carry a full 30 day return privilege and are sent postpaid. We are here to 
e r V e t hi e c o 1 1 e c ’t o r . 


COLONIALS 


Woods 

FTi. b . F-lalf F-‘enny 

VF20 

1783 

Nova Con 

sir. n 

VGS 

1 7Gi6 

Vermont 

RR6 

VG7 

j. / B 

Conn. M„ 

33.39 Ell 

VG8 

1787 

F'u..igicj K. 

12 M 

V68 

1787 

F-ugio h::. 

17 --8 

F12 
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CENTS 
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C--4a 
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VF20 
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RI 

FI 2 
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C--2 

R4 

G5 
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R3 
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R 1 

VF25 

1S29 

C--1 

R 1 

VF30 
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R 1 

EF45 
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CENTS 



1793 

S — 

R3 

VGIO 
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S""7 6 b 

Ri 

F15 

1795 

8 "■ 7 6 l:i 

h.' .1. 

G6 

1 796 

S--91 

R3 

06 

1798 

S--145 

R3 

VG7 

1798/ 

7 S-151 

R4 

AG3 

1798 

S--157 

R3 

G4 

1798 

S--158 

R4 

F 1 5 

1 798 

S--175 

R4 

V G 7 

1 SOO 

S--200 

R3 

VGIO 

1803 

B--251 

R2 

VF20 

1803 

S--265 

R4 

G6 


C h o i c e g 1 o s s y t a n . T y p i c a 1 s t r i k: e . . . . 
Blunt rays. Smrjoth light, brown...... 

Landscape VGIO Steel brn It pitting. 
C h D i c e 1 1 .. 1 5 1 r o u s t a n . L i g f 1 1 m a r k: s N i c e 
Ei m o o t hi b r o w n I'j i t h s o m e c i r c m a r k: s . . 
S m D o t h t a n . S m a 1 1 sera t c h r e v . N i c e . . . 


C h o i c:: e g 1 o s s y c f i o c o late b r ' o w r i ...... 

Problem fre?e glossy tan. ... . . 

Small s i x w i t h st ems VG d et ct i 1 , p i t s . 
Circle in 0 smooth brown tan...... 

V F- 3 5 C h o c b r o w ri . S o me 1 i g h t ha i r 1 i n e 
Lustrous reddish tan. Choice. ....... 

Sharp medium tan. Problem free....... 


. . ■$ 

55. 00 

. . ■$ 

55. 00 

. . 

1 40 . 00 

. . --t 

55 . 00 

. . 

75 . 00 

. . 4- 

110. 00 

. . ■$ 

E?0C) „ 00 

. „ ■$ 

45.00 

. . 4- 

125, 00 

. . ■$ 

775 . (jO 

B . 

45. 00 

. . ■$ 

50. 00 

. . 

75. 00 


C l-l A I M 1" Y F-' E D e t a i 1 o f F" 1 5 s m o o t h 1 i g F-i t 
surfaces. Elrnal 1 rim bumps. Ni ce i ....... 

Smooth tan. Minor rim mark: Fir rev.....-t 

G 1 o s s y b r o w n . T i n y c !L i p k 5 . C h o i c e . . . . ^ 
VG8 Dairk brown olive. Sicjme marks....$ 

V Gi Ei S m a a t h brow n . El m o o t hi 1 i g l"i t b r o w n 
S o m e s t r i F:: i n g w e a F:: ri e s s c. e n t r a 1 rev.... t- 

S m o o 1: Ft d a r k b r o w n 8< d e e p o 1 i v e tan. . . . -t 
E5 m o o t h t a n . S 0 m e r- e v w e a F:: n e s s . N i c e . '$■ 

Dark steel VF30 detail but gr anul ar . . . ^^ 
Smooth chocolate brown. Cud rev Fl7....T 

F“ 1 5 El m o c? t. Fi dee? p c hi o c o 1 a t e b r o w n . S o m e 
old p i nscr citchi i ng . Breaks rev. ^ 

Light brown. Tiny sc rat chi in hiair. . „ . . . •■t 
L. a r q e d a t e 1 a r g e f r a c t i o n . Ei i t d i.t 1 1 . . . $■ 
2Rq 
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00 
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00 
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75 . 
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, 00 

250. 

, 00 

75. 

, 00 

135. 

. 00 

1 90 . 

. 00 

60. 

. 00 


1 805 

S--267 

R1 

VF20 

VF30 Smooth brown. Light pi tti ng ...... $ 

1 90 . 00 

1807 

S-276 

R1 

V68 

VGIO Choc brown light dirt mar Fes. . . . # 

35 . 00 

1810 

S-2S2 

R2 

F15 

VF20 glossy tan. Tiny rim flaw K7 

1 65 . 00 

1312 

S-289 

R1 

VF20 

VF30 Smooth ebony a bit gr ai ny ^ 

185. 00 

1814 

S-294 

R1 

VF25 

Dark brown fields lighter devices..,..* 

250 . OO 

1 8 1 6 

N~1 

R5 

G4 

G6 Smooth brn Large dig rev F\5. . * 

50 . OO 

1 8 1 7 

M-10 

R1 

VF20 

Smooth chocol ate brown 

40 . OV 

1817 

N-- 1 6 

RH- 

9F30 

15 star ob verse . G1 OBsy dark brown. . . . .* 

135. OO 

1818 

N-5 

R4 

VF20 

VF30 Smooth brn several It edge marks,* 

1 1 0 . 00 

1819 

N-2 

R1 

VF30 

Large date. GIobb'/ olive ligFit marks.,* 

65. 00 

1819 

N-10 

R3+ 

VG 1 0 

G1 ossy 1 i ght brown . Ni ce. 

20 . (JO 

1822 

N-1 

R4 

F12 

Smooth light reddish brown. Nice!...,.* 

70 . VV 

1 823 

N-2 

R2 

9F20 

VF30 light olive brown. Surfaces grainy 
under rnagni f i cati on . Rare tFiis grade.,* 

475 . OC' 

1824 

N-2 

R1 

VF30 

Smooth brown wit.Ft light marks. Scaxrce?.* 

125.00 

1825 

N-S 

R2-I- 

9F30 

Smooth brown tan. A scarce date?.....* 

90 . (JO 

1827 

N-1 1 

R1 

F15 

CFioi ce smooth ol i ve tan . Wyatt coi n .... $ 

30 . 0(j 

1 S2S 

N-1 

R2 

9F20 

Smoot Ft 1 i gFit FTrown .Nice?... .,.....* 

45 . '00 

1 828 

N-2 

R 1 

F15 

CFioicfc? glossy 1 igfit tan 

35.00 

1828 

N-5 

R2 

9F25 

VF750 Glossy br own . Car t?cjn spot K3 obv..* 

45. 00 

1828 

N-6 

R1 

9F20 

Glossy brown. F'-'rotjlem free, 

45. 00 

1828 

M-7 

R3 

9F25 

Smoot F"i cFiocol a»te? tirown. Nice? ccji n . . . . . * 

75. 00 

1828 

N-8 

R4 

VF20 

V F 3 5 M o 1 1 1 e d b r o w n SA t a n „ G I a s s y b u t 

w i t Ft s p o t B o f r a i s e? d c c? r i-" a s i o r i . f£ F'-' V C , * 

60, C)(J 

1828 

N-1 1 

R2 

9F25 

G1 ossy 1 i gFit Fisrown 

55 . (J'O 

1829 

N-3 

R4-. 

VGS 

Supe?rb glossy tan. CFToice? for gresde?..,* 

45. 00 

1 829 

N-8 

R1 + 

VF25 

Glossy chcTCiol ate FTrown. CFtoi ce, ....... * 

65 . 0(0 

;i. s:>o 

N-1 

R1 

VF25 

Smoot Ft tan some 1 igFit meirks. 

55. (0(0 

1831 

N-1 

R1 

Vf 25 

Glossy golde?n tan. CFToic?e?„ 

55 . (OCs 

1831 

N-3 

R1 

VF35 

Super lustrciuB golde?n tan. ,.,..* 

1 1 (0 . (0(0 

1831 

N-7 
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VF30 

V F-‘ '.3 5 C Ft o c: b r n . C p 1 1 i t e h a i r 1 i n e s r e v . „ * 

48 . 0(0 
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EF40 

Lustrous tan. Great eye appsial 

85. 00 
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VF30 

Billy He-? ad. Smooth chocolate? brown.,,.* 
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F12 

Elmal 1 over large; daxte? . SmootF? F?rown....* 
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N-3 

R2 

VF30 

BmootF"! tejn .Nice?....................,..* 
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1844 
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R2 

VGIO 
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24 . (OO 

1845 

N-2 

R1 

EF40 

GlcTssy chocolate brt?wn. ProtTlem free..* 

55. 00 
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N-6 

R2 

EF45 

GlcTssy light brown, F’Fasor sFiarp. .* 

7'(0 „ (O'O 

1846 

N-1 4 

R2 

9F35 

Tall Date? EL'F'45 Brown with veerdi gr i s. . . * 

45. 00 

1849 

C-23 

m 

EF45 

Not listed in Newcomt:;. CFioice? tain... ...* 

1 1 0 „ 0(0 

1 850 

N-3 

R3 

EF40 

(Blc'eeeey reddisF'i tein mincir spc?tt i ng . . . . . * 

48 „ 00 

1851 

N-4 

F'; 1 

AU50 

F...ight brown with a trace of luster...,,* 

9(0 , 00 

1853 

N-4 

R3 

AU50 

[...Listrous gol dc?n tan ............ * 

90 . 00 

1853 

N - 1 7 

R1 

EF45 

Flazor sFiarp tan some surface dirt..,,.,,* 

70. 00 

1053 

N-2 4 

R2 

EF45 

CHoice problem free golden tan........* 

7(0 , 00 

1855 

N-2 

R 1 

EF45 

L. u 5 1 r' o u B t a n c:; p 1 Ft a i r 1 i n e s c r t c Ft b rev,,* 

65 . 0(0 

1857 

N-- 1 

R1 

VF35 

L..arge Date. Eimooth goldeen brown..,,...* 

65. (0(0 

1857 

N 2 

R2 

VF35 

'Small Date?. Smooth olive brown,,.,,..,,..* 

65 „ (0(0 


VAFn:ETY LOTG;; 


HALF CENTS 

5 

D I F PER ENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 125.00 


1 0 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 2(0(0.00 


20 

D I FTERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 375.00 

SHELDONS 

1794-1814 

c::j 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 95.00 


1 (0 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 175„00 


20 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 325.00 

NEWCONBS 

1816-1857 

10 

D I FEE RENT- 

AVG 

G5 

* 65,00 


20 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 1 1 (0 . 00 


50 

DIFFERENT- 

AVG 

G5 

* 25(0.0(0 


1 00 

DIFFERENT 

AVG 

G5 

* 475 .00 


SPECIAL ! 


JUST F^ELEASED (BRELLMANS LATE DATES Vol II 
y\.'m hriv AuA r- h n (Ti (--'r’ . f ) I:: 74S J4 


:l, :l. 857 T37 » 50 p ost p aid 


JOHN GRIFFIN 


P.O. Box 26019 


Denver, CO 80226 


(303) 986-0767 


CDLONIALS: Buy/Bic3/Trade for hf, large <?, Barber, Seated, Bust over $30 each 


1722 Rosa penny, XF+, choice , Nelson-12 (ex-Roper 84) slightly doubled obv. $450. 


1722 Rosa halfpenny, DEI, VF but few pits, edge weakness, decent, worth F-15 $150. 

1723 Rosa penny, XF-AU, sharp; pebbly rev. field (flan struck hot) N-15 $300. 

1723 Hibernia farthing, AU, choice , N-7 $285. 

1723 Hibernia halfpenny, nice XF, rev. die rust $185. 

1783 Wash. LMB, sharp glossy AU, 25% faded red, few field marks, net XF+ $200. 

1760 VOOE Populi, XF or better, choice ; slightly exceeds Redbook plate, sharp 

for VOOE, ex-Roper 159 $325. 

1785 Conn. African head, F-12 at least $175. 

1785 Conn. 6.2 — Fl, R4, VF, massive obv. diebreak, faint granxalarity $225. 

1786 N.J. 21-N, wide shield, 15+/20, few old blended obv. scratches $125. 

1787 Fugio restrike, Ch. AU, obv. die breaks $175. 

Kentucky token, VF-35, perhaps XF $175. 


DON VALENZIANO P.O. Box 10161 Chicago, IL 60610 (312) 452-5853 


Half cents: Large cents: 


1794 

C-9 

VF-30 

$1000. 

1795 

S-75 

G-6 

$150. 

1795 

C-5b 

F-15 

$ 850. 

1798 

S-179 

F-12 

$200. 

1795 

C-6b 

G-6 

$1050. 

1802 

S-236 

F-12 

$110. 

1797 

C-2 

VF-25 

$1200. 

1851 

N-3 

XF-40 

$100. 

1797 

C-3a 

F-15 

$1200. 
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Talk To The Experts 
In Early American 
Copper Coinage! 



David Vogel (# 2547) and Chuck Furjanic (#249) want you to call or 
write them about all Early American copper coinage. 

With David and Chuck’s expertise, you’ll think “copper” from now on 
when you think “Heritage.” Call them at: 


800-US COINS (800-872-6467) 

Or, Clip out the coupon below and mail it today. V^u’ll get a free copy 
of the latest Heritage Numismatic 
Journal, a bhmonthly magazine of 
numismatic articles and updated 
inventory listings with all rare U.S. 
coinage. Do it TODAY! 




HERTlMiE® RARE COIN 

galleries 

Dit.wldor/ PuTtK Suitzcrland 

The Heritnsc Building • ^li Market Streer • Dallas, Texas 75202 • In Texas; (2H) 7-12-2200 • WATS: 800-US COINS (800-872-6467) 

THE WORLD’S LARGEST RARE COIN DEALER. 


Yes, Dave and Chuck! Send me a FREE copy of 
the latest Heritage Numismatic Journal featuring the 
world’s largest inventory of rare U.S. coins. 

Name: 

Address; 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone (Day); ( ) (Evening); ( ) 

Area Of Numismatic Interest: 

Heritage Rare Coin Galleries 

The Heritage Building *311 Market Street • Dallas, Texas 75202 


-a6z- 


© 1986 Heritage Rare Coin Galleries 









FIRST CLASS 
Permit No. 8310 
Dallas, Texas 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

No Postage Stamp Necessary if mailed in the United States 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY 


Dallas /A\orriott Park Central 

7750 L.B.J. Freeway at Coit Road 
Dallas, Texas 75251 


PLEASE PLEASE PRINT 

CIRCLE 


Please reserve room(s) for 

NAME 


Dallas /A\arriott Park Central 


ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE 

FIRM 

Will arrive on - 
Will depart on 


day 


day 


ZIP 


date 

date 


NOTE: RESERVATIONS REQUEST MUST BE 
RECEIVED AT LEAST TWO WEEKS PRIOR 
TO ARRIVAL. PLEASE ALLOW TEN DAYS 
FOR CONFIRMATION OF RESERVATION. 


uj tu 

T U 
W « 

U 


6PM 


GTD 


Reservations held until 6 P.M. local time. To hold 
reservations beyond 6 P.M. please indicate that 
room is to be held on a guaranteed payment basis 
for late arrival or please forward deposit to cover 
first night. 


NOTE: If room is not available at rate requested, reservations will be made at nearest available rate. Check out time is 1 P.M. Check in time is 3 P.M. 


Type 

SINGLE 
1 person- 1 bed 

DOUBLE 
2 persons- 1 bed 

TWIN 

2 persons-2 dbl. beds 

TRIPLE 
3 per-2 dbl beds 

QUAD 

4 per-2 dbl beds 

SUITE 

Number 

Persons 

Rates 

$60.00 

$60.00 







Esrly AmOriCSn Coppors Inc. Each Additional Person 

March 19-22, 1987 

Roll-a-way in Room 


Sharing 

With 


Cribs 


FREE 


761-854 


